NATURAL SETT11C 


Part 1. 


Pocahontas County 


Sept 23rd 19*0 
Roecce W. Brown. 


( Sac C ) 

Pocahontae County is situated entirely within the Allegheny .ountaine, 
With the train trunk line of the Allegheny mountain fonnin* the lastern 
boundary thereof; the south-east side of the Alleghenies are steep and more abru 
_pt than on the west side that leads off into Pocahontae County . 

Following the main Allegheny mountains, and the County line , from the 
corner of Randolph, and Pochhontae ,on the Pendleton County line to the 
Greenbrier County line ; many mountains , branches and V shaped valleys 
lead off toward the Greenbrier river ; In the ridge and valley provinces the 
elevation of the ridgeer range from 3 000 to * 000 feet and the valleys from 
2 000 to 3000 feet for the most part the valleys are narrow and rise in a 
series of steeply rounded hills to the main mountain tops. Narrow 7 shaped 
gaps have been cut through one valley to an othen wheK the streams pass through- 
This gives a decidedly trellislike arranger;ent to the drainage system to the 

Eastern part of Pocahontas County with the greenbrier river as the master stream 
flowing ccuth-weetwerd. 


P "* h0 * t " Oou,,tl “ virtually « . Birth Place of Rirara- .a all draineg, 
..t.r. of th. Count, an. fom.d within It. toundariea and flow outward. 

It hea a nowi.ua in ol.vation of approala.at.ly 2666 feat and tha highe. 
.r.r.^.l.v.tlo. o« an. Count, l„ th. stat. of w.ot Virginia. Th. l.wo.t point. 
wh.ro Oroontrior rlwa, .„t. rl Or.onhrior Cunt, i. .t .i.^tion of 1,76 foot. 
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( Sac C ) 

Pocahontas County is situated entirely within the Allegheny .ountaine, 
with the sain trunk line of the Allegheny mountain forming the Eastern 
boundary thereof; the south-east side of the Alleghenies are steep and more abru 
-pt than on the west side that leads off into Pocahontae County . 

Following the main Allegheny mountains, and the County line , from the 
corner of Randolph, and Pochhontae ,on the Pendleton County line to the 
Greenbrier County line ; many mountains , branches and V shaped valleyB 
lead off toward the Greenbrier river ; In the ridge and valley provinces the 
elevation of the ridgesr range from 3 000 to 4 000 feet and the valleys from 
2 000 to 3000 feet for the most part the valleys are narrow and rise in a 
series of steeply rounded hills to the main mountain tops. Narrow 7 shaped 
geps have been cut through one valley to an other when* the streams pass through’ 
This gives a decidedly trellislike arranger;ent to the drainage system to the 

Saetern part of Pocahontas County with the greenbrier river ae the master stream 
flowing Bouth-sestwerd. 


P.e.hont.. «•“**» *• * " Birth Place of Rivera" as all draineg, 

• at.r. .f th. County aro formed within it. founder!.. and flow outward. 

It ha. a naxiwua in al.wation of approximately 2666 feat and tha high.. 

• nr. ( .>l. n tian .« any Count, In th. Stat. of Want Virginia. Th. l.w.at point. 

«*i.r. Or.anbrlar r„.r antara Cra.nhri.r Cunty i. at an elevation ,f lf ff f.at. 
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Beautiful homes are found interspurced along the valleys, 

tor eituated at those points that are favorable for homes , and are ecatterdd 
profusely through the valee and even to the mountain tbps. 

The main top of the Allegheny mountain or crest alon;ths County line presents 
what ie euppoeed to be the beet example of penoplane in the County , and what 


ie probably the best in the State of West Virginia. It can be eeen to the beet 
ad vantage near " Top of Allegheny " where it is crossed by the Staunton 
and Farkereburg Turn Pike. The mountain ie a broad surface with 6light 

dissection .but preserves an even sky-line for several miles . The average 
slssation of the Allegheny mountain is approximately 4400 feet . 

Noplace in the Hills of West Virginia can affird more beautiful cenery 
than the top of the Allegheny mountain looking east; all the mountains may be 
seen ae they pile up, between the main Allegheny and the Blucyin the " Eaet - 
-rirgir.ia 

" Allegheny" ie the name that hae been applied, or given to the 
principal trunk line of the Appalachian ay at an or ranges of mountains in the 
Faetem United states. The ° Appalachain" was first used by the Spaniards 
under Deeote. in naming the ranges of mountains "Ap^alachee" in honor of the 
Xpelecr.ee Indians. Then later was incorrectly called Allegheny. 

The -crd Allegheny derived from an Indian word with unascertained 
a-.cr what the word means , or meant in the Indian language, 

• - • rlr« of melody, of beauty, and a concord of musical strains. 





F.autiful homes are found interspaced along the valley*. 

kor situated at those points that are favorable for homes , and are ecatterdd 
profusely through the valee and oven to the mountain tbps. 

The main top of the Allegheny mountain or crest alon;the County line presents 
what ia euppoeed to be the beet exanple of penoplane in the County , and what 
ie probably the beet in the State of West Virginia. It can be seen to the beot 
ad vantage near " Top of Allegheny " where it ie creased by the Staunton 
and Farkersburg Turn Pike. The mountain ie a broad surface with slight 

dissection ,but preserves an even eky-line for several milee . The average 1/ 
elssation of the Allegheny mountain ie approximately 4400 feet . 

replace in the Hille of West Virginia can affird more beautiful cenery 
than the top of the Allegheny mountain looking east; all the mountains may be 
seen ae they pile up, between the main Allegheny and the Blue 'in the " East - 


- ri rgi r.ia ". 

" Allegheny" ie the name that has been applied, or given to the 
principal trunk line of the Appalachian eyatan or ranges of mountains in the 
."Miem United btatee. The " Appalachain" was first used by the Spaniards 
•- rA er : eaota, in naming the ranges of mountaine "ApMachee" in honor of the 
: ;sle-.r.ee Indians. Then later was incorrectly called "Allegheny 

“re word Allegheny derived from an Indian word with unascertained 

WhB * lk6 W ° rd meanB • or me ant in the Indian language, 
it *•• • fine Of melody, of beauty, and 


a concord of musical straine. 







•jfci. ireuntaine that divide the head waters of the Greenbrier River and the 


*at*re> of The Dry Fork and Glady Fork of Cheat River, and following the 
Randolph County line . haa bean loyally called Vtf and known as Middle Mountain 
Rut ie shown on the Soil Survey Map of Pocohor.tae County ae The " Lynn Divide " 

The elevation of thie ridge or plateau that extends from the main Allegheny 
countaine to the Shavers Mountain averages approximately 3500 feet; at or near 
the Allegheny mountain ie 4000 feet, north of the Blister Swamp is 3708 feet, 
at the Blister Swanp 3637 feet,where it connects with the Shaver mountain is 
ac 65 feet. The Shavers mountain divides the waters of the West Fork of \ 

the Greenbrier and the Shavers Fork of Cheat river , and is the prolongation 

of the Hack Allegheny mountain which looses its self in the southern part of Tucks' 

/ 

County near the Bry Fork cf Cheat between Otter creek and they Glagy Fork. 

i 

The crest or water shed of the Shavers Mountain that formes the dividingiline 

I 

between Randolph and Pocahontas Counties from the Staunton andPpRrkereburg 

turn pike, northward has an elevation approximately 4000 feet ,with the knob 
tower 

the Caudir.eer is located upon, at an elevation of 4445 feet which is the highest 

point. 


The rack Allegheny mountain is the continuation or prolongation of the 
ihevers rountain from the point where the Staunton and Parkersburg pike crosses 
The water she', of the Back Allegheny divide the waters of the Greenbrier 
“* ** T ° n •' Junction of th. Back m.jh.u, and th . 
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The mountains that divide the head waters of the Greenbrier River and the 


»*iere of The Dry Fork and Glady Fork of Cheat P.iver, and following the 
Randolph County line , haa beom loo-ally called t# and known as Middle Mountain 
but is shown on the Soil Survey Map of Pocahor.tae County ae The " Lynn Divide " 

The elevation of thie ridge or plateau that extends from the main Allegheny 
countedne to the Shavers Mountain averagee approximately 3500 feet; at or near 
the Allegheny mountain is 4000 feet, north of the Blister Swamp is 3708 feet, 
at the Blister Swoop 3637 feet,where it connects with the Shaver mountain is 
tc65 feet. The Shavers mountain divides the waters of the West Fork of % 

the Greenbrier and the Shavers Fork of Cheat river , and is the prolongation 
of the Back Allegheny mountain which looses its self in the southern part of Tucks' 
County near the dry Fork of Cheat between Otter creek and they Glagy Fork. 

i 

The crest or water shed of the Shavers Mountain that fonn©6 the dividingJ.line 

I 

between Randolph and Pocahontas Counties from the Staunton andPpRrkereburg 

tuen fike, northward has an elevation approximately 4000 feet , with the knob 
tower 

the Gaudir.eer is located upon, at an elevation of 4445 feet which is the highest 

point. 


The Eack Allegheny mountain is the continuation or prolongation 


Wl VfJB 


fbarers rountaln from the point where the Staunton and Parkereburg pike crosses 

I*.,; The watershe of the Eack Allegheny divide the waters of the Greenbrier 

“* *’ F ” rk " r «>• Junction of th. Back jUl. E h.u, and th . 

n ""» .n elevation of 4 8 3S foot. 

“ th ”‘ ° n ,B ‘ "*'= k “'iH-y mountain i. th. Bald Knol> 

.1U-. -a —tU. Of 4,4, .* U t „. hljh ., t pol „ t PoeAont „ ^ 

foatt^af th. ... „ mou „ tu „. or pl . t , M ^ „,. r< 

Cranberry hiv.r ( ant.r. th. Ur..nbri.r County Una 

■ ,k * ,Mk “•*«* «.■«>«. an. th. pl.1,.0 ,hi. 

“ ■»'H. .l.ntu. a ho va 4600 f..t 



The higheot elevation of ridges or Knobs in Pocahontas County ere 


•* 


followe , as shown by the Geological Survey of Pocohontae County. 


-aid Knob.*842 feet,On Each Allegheny fountain. 

Thorny Flat.4039 feet, at junction of Cheat and Eack Allefceny 

•'heat "t .4835 feet Sou-th of Mace * 

vpru'e Knob. 4710 * eet 0n Red Lick Moutain ln Edra >' Die ” t 

Uace Knob. 4 ?05 feet South-East of Cace 

Big Spruce Knob. 4 &95 feet In Williae River section 

Fleber Ridge. 4602ffeet Spur from main Allegheny 

Black Mountain. feet Williae River and Yew Mountain. 

--•e- "nob. 4518 feet South-west of Hills Creek 

_ . 4450 feet Spur from main Allegheny 

Gaud 1 nee- Knob .4445 feot shavere mountain County line. 

4494 feet On Allegheny South of Frost. 

.4199 feet 5.5 miles northeaet of Arbovale. 

, . t . . 4335 feet On Allegheny mountain on State line 

Comp Knob. 4218 feet On Fork Mountain East of Thornwood. 

“asrack Ridge. 4400 feot Allegheny fountain ,onState line 

Tillow Knob.*035 feot South of Big Spring Branch of Elk. 

V.beor. Knob. 441 5 feot South east end of Slaty Fork ridge. 

ilnr, Ridge. 4250 feot Head of Galforde creek . 

• 1 ineep . 42 56 feot On Allegheny Eaot of Minn ah ah Spring. 

Val Tea . Cn Allegheny ... 4050 foot Eaot of Minnahaha 

4690 feot fleet of Old Field Fork of Flk of Elk. 
*400 foot north of North Fork of Door Crook. 

4430 foot Northweot of Buckeye... 

■tern Fdrk IHdrict . 


Faddy Knob .. 
To? Allegheny. 


*•4 lick fountain 
kuffele Ridge .... 
fountain ... 
n Vcurtetm ... 


4(00 feot 


Cr ”* . 46JO feot 


fouthooel of Sloty fork. 
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6 BTt» OUPT* raREE > 

Roccoe V/. Brown .drhotc « 

/S* 1 - 

( Part 1 ) // 

$<e D } BRUSH RUN - The Brueh Run ie a email branch, flowing in a westward 
ccurB0 entering the Greenbrier River at Boyer Station on the Greenbrier River 
anJ haa^total length of 6.7 miles with a fall of 770 feet, with a fall 114.9 
feet per mile , and hae a drainage area 7.40 square miles , as shown by the 
Geological Survey of West Virginia . 

"his the°r.atural outlet ar.d route . for the grenter part of the timber 

A 

industry in Pocakoota6 County , situated on the waters of North Fork and Deer Creek- 

The W.P. Bock Lumber Company' that first began to operate in this section. 

is the year of 1901 , erected a Band Saw Mill at the mouth of Erush Run, on the 

Greenbrier River and built the first Log Reilroad up the Brueh Run , and crossed 

the divide or Little Mountain, on the waters of Deer Creek ; And all the many 

different Lumber Companies ,( oxcept the Range Lumber Company , and A. V.Miller Comp't-V 

that epera-.ed-the timber, on the waters of Deer Creek and North Fork , shipped 

th.lr U.i.r end lurter .down the Eruth Ron , to connect with the C.4 0. Rail Roe-'- 

Settle^—, .The Railroad on the Eru.h Ron wee in use,fro» 1901. to 1926. . peri* 

“ !? * leh “• ,ht P " iod ° f taxing out the virgin forest of Peer- 

-r*ek,erd V.* forth Fork Creok. 

*' Brueh Run did not receiv. it. , 

c«sve ite nume from the fact that there were plenty 

' " U * f6Un3 on *• ■■ >«V folko brtieva; 

•' T 17,i °'" 1 " -.W or 32PCO Acre* 

«“ . .. Xrueh Kuo . th. of . 

••"•i >) a van by the iw« of •• BRUSH " end t>» 
hrU * h flurv * )r • •*“* the Run that wae alvoet entiraV. 

* 8RU8H RUN". 


.tttUrs* a,,^. u . 

reef t«r ... . r<> „ 

9 r ^ fn •• 

•** * f '*'• hru.h *wr 


• -r 


’*■* thereafter 

>« t 
It t 


"n» ••• '"aad the 
** r * f Ul * L*a« •mmmr. 



F.'HN^CE HOLLOW- The Furnace Hollow io situated on the “orth side of Doer Creek, 

-t> t . Little Mountain side, formerly on the lands of the pioneer Warwicks, now 
-w-ed by nillio Sheote. At the oouthjof the hollow a score or more of Furnaces 

or enclosed fire places were built , suppoeed to have been build by the Indiar.e 

the r9 acor. for which is not known ; The pioneer John Warwick that settled nearly- 

about 1770- 

rovor ir new -the purpose of the furnaces , they were about three feet wide, and six 

feet long, and about three feet high, they are row all fallen and look like 

piles of rock6 , The pioneers learned from the Indians that 6ome profound secret 

91 •• «• tf 

appeared to enshroud the the Furnace Hollow and the Mine Bank; For long 

rer.eratior.s the Indians had followed the same paths beating them downjif/ deep in 

the fcrest earth , and the pioneers that made the settlement near the forks of the 
-eer Creek , at the Furnace Hollow, and the Mine Bank , recited the fact that the 
Indian trails appeared to diverge in every direction, from the vicinity of the 
fcrke of leer Creek. It appears that thiB section of the country was a special 
resting place of the Indians in prehietoric tines . 

-r.tr. the Indians saw the pioneers building the Warwick Fort, at the forke of 
*.r Creel , which lo between the Kine fenk, and the Furnace Hollow, they war. 

cepor. i.d,.„d *'« * HniiCh " ""“Ted afterwards,when they eaw that they were 
.dr* to «... their hunting, coping,end fiehing grounds . 

" h "* “ * “ dlr ” C< U "» °< fhditior. that a band ef about fourty Indiana 

—- to *.»r Old o^pi^ ground, near the Pin, bao* , on a friendly uieeior. 

ee, how. occurred .beet the year 18oo . A „ y „ 4M ^ 

with the Indiana i. WS . 
lMlene ..re old , Uh ^ ^ 

CP.* pi. .. lanlV.Andri 

'** ..»« t, 0. 

* «rt, 


vet, and eon® Indian Boye, 
* '•‘■rwiok, in hie auger orchard. 


end nay have been near the locution of t>» 




llM „f tradition of the return of the Jadi.no, to the vicinity of the 
Purcec. Hollo., nnd the lfin. Bonk ie, that Elizabeth Wnneick, «.». become the 
. i( . of John Sloven .on April 3rd 1783, and ... living on the Breenbrior P.ivor 
„..r the To.n of Frank; in company with her daughter Anni. Sloven .decided to *er.d 
. ,0. day. With her brother, Andre. Warwick, upon their arrived their horeee became 
terribly frighter.d when they rode into the camp of the Indiana, but their fier „ue 
eocr. aceuaged,when they caw come white folka standing near by, and learned that the / 


Indians were not or. the war path. 

The Indians were lounging around on the ground ? watchinjfc the boys ehoot birds t 

/ rcr ^j. e tope of eugar trees,with bow and arrows. The Indiar.d said^they were pasciing 

through the country , vieiting the graves of their fore fathers, for the last time; 

At least they left that impreeeion on the minds of the early settlers. 

\ 

!iar.y prospectors.have visited the Mine Bank and " The Furnace Hollow"^ with 
■**4h naps, or plats, showing the delineation of the vicinity^of the junction of 
the North Fork Creek, and the Deer Creek , the Wine Bank^and the Furnace Hollow. 

The ’taps appeared to divulge the fact^that upon finding a certain keystone, 
cr roce^therefrom by a certain bearing given, would lead the way^to some hidden 
•-r6ee-_re, mineral, or some natural compound of metal , or other treasure. 

But however, the enigma ^that enshrouds the Mine Bank,and the Furnace Hollow. 
t« left for the writer of romance. Within the past twenty five years , the Wine Eank 
r “ C6U ^ -t on fir ® ■ twice ' and has burned for a year at a time. The Mine Eank 
lB Eftr - ti « nod in ln »d records , in giving th.e local description of the 

■ v.. CarViJll Patent, bearing date of June 1760. and ie called for near the 
' lf * •• nk - ' Bnd lB *bero tho Bank catchee on fire.) 


The furnace Hoi low received its nunc from early pioneer ;vurwickc who 

the 

IX 8 tone hot or. Furmicoe that 


eo 


wore found, ut the mouth of the Holler 




yrUKOTuauiai- cr..k 1 . .» «r th. »■>«* ,tr, “* 

M <he Greenbrier River in P.ceh.nte, County .and he. it. source in Cr.ek 

up in th. Allochun, mountain,* It flee in a general .outh-.e.t direction 
t'icha.I Vount.in.where it io joined by Shoot Run; ( formerly called Buzzard Cr«* 
the two uniting to out a wide po.c through th. rang, at Demon. , and ie joined 
.gain by Thomas Creek 1* mile, oeet of Sitlington ..here Sitlington Creek 
aapties into Greenbrier River. 

Other tributeriee are More Run, (formerly called Henches Run ) Gum Branch. 

;nice6 Run, Stony Run, and Left Pron*: (of Calfords Creek ) Sitlihgton Creek, 
hM a total length of 14.5 miles with a fall of I960, feet , and a rate of fall 
of 136.5 feet per mile; and hae a drainage area of 51.0f square miles. 

Sitlington gfeclyis the third largest stream in Pocahontas County that 
ficwe into the Greenbrier River . This stream wae sonomad by the fact that 
Robert Sitlington,was the first permanent settler on the Branch, and the eastern 
part of Pocahontas County. His home wae ir. the site of the town of Dunnore . 

A .brief history of the name sake of Sitlington Creek ae followst- 
— r 9 father of Jacob Warwick came to Augusta County,from Williamsburg Va,during 
to lie rial times between 1740 and 1750. He was a Lieutenant, in the service of the 
‘ritish Crown, ar.d wae employed in surveying lands in Augusta County,and what 
it raw Pocahontas County; this Lieutenant Warwick located and occupied the 
;rcpsrty now embracing the village of Dunmore .situated on the Sitlington Creek 
t secured this property for hie own use. He married Elizabeth Dunlap , near 

• .Ilf rock , and ho who ono of the Englioh gentry whose families settled in 

■-rf i*,lr consequence of political reverses in England. After this 
•- i« «rwlck eoncludod to vielt England , which ho did, but never returned.. 

• c • s«»rd of no r ore he who given up for dond; in tho irourwhilo f Ure Warrick 
si-M.i on property , on hitlington Creek, where tho town of Dunmore i . now 

it secured * Deed, tc her son Jacob Warwick . end then afterr«rd| 
" ,rU ‘ ‘* V#r ' remained at Duiscor. a number of years after 


s»rrU|i 


S ? on ac .Varwick cone to manhood . Robert Sitlington aoved to hie own pro* 

. rt y near old Millboro- 

Jacob '.Varwick who now owned the Dunnore property, 
tlvaye cherished tho highset filial regard,for Robert Sitlington hie step father; 
a::d for whose honor the branch was named . The Railroad station at the mouth 
c f Sitlington Creek, was do named in honor it Robert Sitlington^ the pioneer 
and Revolutionary War Veteran. 

Robert Sitlington,e Affidavit as a Revolutionary War V e tern is ae follows 
County 

ROBERT S3TLIICTON: BATH ^Sept 26th 1832. ( Date of Affidavit ) 

Born -1749 . In 1776. went out went out as substitute two months for 
Math an Crawford, serving as ranger and Spy at Wafwicks Fort under captain 
John Lewie and Captain Samuel Vance. Drafited 1777 to serve against the Indians 
at Warwick, and Clo verlick"Forts, under Captain Samuel Vance , and Lieutenant- 
Johr. Cart-ill. Served four or six weeks against the &riti6h 1778-1779. under 
>c*.air. John KeCoy. Discharged at Richmond. Drafted for six weeks in 1781 and 
-arched under Captain David Gwin to Guilford ; was in the battle. 
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01 Th, a- *• « t ° r ° *' thS Cr8,n>,rl6r ri ” r “* th * 

a. .... — - « run l. — « ~ ^ - 1 * 

... r.iucrly -11- .-I*- 

32,000 acre* c„v.r.d th. gr«Ur P*rt of the ridge. It .as leter call*. Eru.h 
- ridge- after a man by the name of "Brush" an assignee of Charles Gallagher 

ar.d it where we get the name of " Erush RUni’ 

The Little Mountain extends from from the County road at Ca66 , at the 
junction of the Deer Creek and the Greenbrier river , to a point on or near the 
Staunton ar.d Farkerburg Pike between the Kelly Spring .which is the head of 
rrueh rur. ar.d at a place known ae the " Slab Camp " and the Spring on the Lunef«rr d 
place r.e* cwr.ed by James TTilfong , which is the head of Deer Creek At thia point 
it connect* with the Frank Mountain , and forms a spur of the main Allegheny - 
’cunt air. and has an elevation of 3695 feet. 

7>.e Frank Mountain ar.d the Buffalo Ridge unite at this point known as the 
c; Allegheny - ar,d at an elevation of 4 199 feet ( Thie point is also known ae 
“op Allegheny Battle Field ) . 

“i.e Buffalo P.idge dividee the watere of the North Fork of Deer Creek and 
• «r r«», proper ar.d has an elevation of 4 GOO feot . 

Lylr, bttmn th. All.gh.ny K.untai,,. .„d th. E«k All.gh.ry ttour.tain 

. " *' *' W—. . po.verlick Uount.in frcd 

C *“"' “* “• Mountain , Korth . f , hloh . ro 

..' ‘ Ub “ l « •»« -11 rungan .htoh t—t. , ln 

“* ,tt *' *"*** < °«l.«l..lly .p-hirf, 

SI" .- '- 1 * -.- -11 th. U- h... .2 *, 

1 U| fcedtne *. .« 

* •• ln ■ clirf to 3, 652. feet 

'-• t or w»# Oreentrler ri,., 1 , 

Uj(llV . *' ' ** rlM of • v * n oreeted ehort range* 

•* *» “*• •' ** I... 4.„h.. 
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* r fl r*h of Pyle, Buckley, Marlin, Thorny- Creek, 

yQ J'* W • I 

„ "• 6 „„ d y Rids*. Their 5r8Et rl ' , ' e r,tl '- er unif0 ”' ,ly 

> J ' U * ' „. t . They ar . in most oe.ee eapp. d with th. l.r.e 

,iec approxac atoiJ 

f th . Ponco Soria* dipping gently to the weet. 

Groenbrier river is a narrow shelf due to the hard Pocono Sar.dst^e 

r .. rly the length oi the County This narrow shelf represented hy Kee Flees 
e „ d Others of that level,is eeperetsd at e,.ny point, byfranever.e 
rutting throup it . Above it rises' the gentle limestone slopes followed by 
ft , eteeper slopes of the roBistant oonglonweate . 




Troop Mountain South of Hillsboro is 


an < an!stfid ranee with 


are raging 3 100 feet in elevation 

Ye* Mountains are the result greatly dissected plateau made up of many smaller 

r&rgec , aa Spruce, Kennieor., Cranberry, Black, and Turkey Mountains with apparently 

liUl* continuity. They show a broad rough relief with deep precipitous gorges cut 0 

tet**er. *ien. In most cases these mountains or ranges are capped with the resistant 

Pottaville conglomerates, the makers of mountainsand rugged topography,. 

Gsuley Mountain rifeht be said to be a continuation of the same ranged with 

KiB * r ranges in Tea Creek and Red Lick Mountains or. the South and terminated by 

Uur#1 Cr# * k of "i 111 ”* Biver - 71110 ran e® capped with the Pottsville conglomera* 
a gentle slope to the north weet. 

Ch..t ) B.ck- All.gh.uy~ Shavers Fountains. Between th. h.edwet.r. of m 
“* ° ,,, "‘ rl * r *‘" r ,t “ r ' d “ th * “rapt front of th. Beck Allegheny ,„ d 


. . —f«.^4W Bum, ousted 

‘7 .u„. ...a..,,.. ,„ d t „ r ,^„ , rB „ <p<rit<d ^ a co ___ 

... p... .t th. R.ed.lph- Pooahente. County u„. th. Staunton ... 

^ •' — - « .l.vution o, 3l ,so f..t. 



., orth of Pyle. Buckley, J'arlin, Thorny Creek, 
from South to r.o . 

ti« Their crest rices rather uniformly with 

— W «tain , and ?“ nd y Rid£ ’ 

3 . 490 feet . They are in meet ca.ee nappe* with th. Pens. 

ties 

- , tt . ponce Seriee dipping gently to the .eat. 

Groentrier river i. a name, ehelf due to the hard Pocono sand.tee 

"!M.rly the length .f the County Ihl. nemo, ehelf represented * Kee Plate 
end other, of that l.vel.i. .operated at cany point, bytran.ver.e 
'•mane cutting throuf it . Above it ri..^ the gentle Hceetone elopes follo.ed by 
.v e steeper slopes of the resistant conglomwcate . 

- rc op Mountain South of Hillsboro ie an isolated range with a broad level top 

averaging 3 100 feet in elevation 

v e , Mountains ere the result greatly dissected plateau made up of many smaller 

rtrget , aa Spruce, Kennieor., Cranberry, Black, and Turkey Mountains with apparently 

little continuity. They show a broad rough relief with deep precipitous gorges cut fe 

between then. In most cases these mountains or ranges are capped with the resistant 

Fstteville conglomerates, the makers of mountaineand rugged topography,. 

Gauley Mountain mifeht be said to be a continuation of the same range/ with 

rinar rengee in Tea Creek and Red Lick Mountaine or. the South and terminated by 

U ' jrtl 0rMk of Biver ' r ange is capped with the Pottaville conglomera* 

• a gentle elope to tha north west. 

Cheat}Back- Allegany- Shavere Mountaine. Between the headwaters of Elk 
... Cruuntri.r «... .t.r.de th. very abrupt front „ f t „, ^ ^ 

**”" ’ hlCh rl - 800 r *” 1 *” “ -Or ^»elng tic, « mt 

‘7 cl.ff. .f Kn d «ongle«.r.t..Th... t.o r.ng.. , r . 

:r- .. . u * ^ -u»iy u.. ih. st . unton .,, d 

"" m. U..11.. ., Durbin of . ?4o 



A - the tcp of Back Allegheny Mountain there ie a plateau containing a shallow 
traversed by Shavers Fork of Cheat River. The weetern margin of this platoat 
1( lnow „ cheat Koutaln .which alee pre.ente a precipiteu. fac. of cliffs to the 
Mtt front Of Pack Allegheny Mountain ha. been deeply indented by L.atherbark 

tun cutting within one quarter of a mile of Shaver. fork . At thie point odn 
tt . p ac yAllegheny fountain i. a fine encple of Wner.t capture ae way be seen 


in Shewn. Fork of Cheat River four mile, northweet of See.. The otreen, with ./^ 

jralua fall flow, l.asurely along the aurfaoe of an old plateau , while L.etherbfc' 

tun Atributary of the Croenbrier River drainage le rapidly eating ite way into 

tt . pleteeu .carp . Leaterbark Run . has a rapid fall with an average of 368. ? 

feet per nil., with, the upper end felling more than a 1000 feet in leee than 1* 

cil „. -at the present time . At the present time it is within 1,060 feet of the 

Shavers Fork of Cheat River , and in the near future .geologically speaking, the 

-.he upper two miles of Shavers Fork will become e part of the Greenbrier River 

drainage. This eeriee of ranges 1 b also capped with the resistant Pottsvill rocks 

It is or. the cack Allegheny Mountain that the highest elevation of the County 

junction 

ii raacred or. Eald Knob with an altitude of 4, 842 feet, Thorny Flat at the southern^ 
raci Allegheny and Cheat Mountain also attains an elevation 4,839 feet. 

Burner Mountain, Located in tho northern end of the County between the 
».'d (Test Forks of the Croenbrier P.iver , marks the barrier or watershed between 
for-• . It is terminated on the south where the Eat Fork of Greenbrier 
- *.*wr cuts across its southern end to join the west Fork to form Greenbrier Ri 


ver 


*’ rf.r. . It has nr, olovation of Approximately 


A f\r\r\ + a 




A t the tcp of Back Allegheny Mountain there ie a plateau containing a eh allow 
traveled by Shavers Fork of Cheat River. The woe tern margin of thia plateau 
,, knc »a »e Cheat l.’outaln ,which also preeents a preciplteu. face of oliffa to th. 
„.t. The front of hack Allegheny Veuntoln h.o been deeply indented ty L.ethertark 
,„c cutties within one quarter of a mil. of Shavero Fork . At thi. point oin 
tt . PackiU.gb.ny Mountain i. a fine example of imminent capture ae may be seen 
in sharer a Pork of Cheat River four miles northwest of Case. The etr.sm with m/tf 
jraiua fall flows leasurely along the surfaos of an old plateau , while L.atherbSf 
Pun ^tributary of th. Greenbrier River draina E e is rapidly eating its way into 
plateau .carp . Leaterhark Run , has a rapid fall with an average of 368. ? 
fee*, per mile, with the upper end falling more than . 1000 feet in lean than l£ 
ril.t. at the present time . At the present time it is within 1,060 feet of the 
Shavers Fork of Cheat River , and in the near future .geologically speaking, the 
ve upper two miles of Shavers Fork will become a part of the Greenbrier River 
drainage. This series of ranges is also capped with the resistant Pottsviil rocks 


eievaxion oi xne uounxy 
junction 


It is or. the hack Allegheny Mountain that the highest 
ii reached on Eald Knob with an altitude of 4,842 feet, Thorny Flat at the southern^ 
rack Allegheny and Cheat Mountain al6o attains an elevation 4,839 feet. 

Burner Mountain, Located in the northern end of the County between the 
ar.d ffoet Forks of the Crcenbrier River , marks the barrier or watershed between 
ferVe . It ie torninoted on the eouth whore the Eat Fork of Greenbrier 
• evt* aereee ite southern end to join the West Fork to form Greenbrier River 

*t • r -.f. . It hae or, elevation of Approximate!} 4 000 foot 




jRfv NBRini RIVER_ Greenbrier River, le the etreeun that carries the greater 

p »rt of the rainfall in Pocahontas County, has ite eource in ywo forke 
heading in tho extreme nothern end of the County. The West Fork heade eait 
cf Shavere Mountain about two milee northeast of WiHell with an elevation 
of ?,f*25 feet. East Fork heade at a spring or a place known ae Blieter Swamp 
ar.d on the west slope of the main Allegheny Mountain with an elevation of 


3,6*5 feet, and flows in a southwest direction to join the Welt Fork at Durbin 

fl0W6 

where it forms the Greenbrier River proper. The Greenbrier River in a compar¬ 
atively straight line, in a southwest direction across the entire length of 
Pocahontas County, and the County of Greenbrier to a point south of Lewisburg 
where it turnes westward and forms part of the Greenbrier - Monroe County line 
ere it enters Summers County and after much meandering joins New River at 
hell point l£ nilos south of Hinton, with an elevation of 1,375 feet. 

Thile the Greenbrier River flows at an angle of about S. 32 Degrees West 
free its forks at Durbin to where it enters Greenbrier County, it meanders 
ict a xA forth, forming many^ graceful and beautiful curves , many placeB it 
due north for a ehost distance , then due eouth, and north of the 
turr-el, .to v. Harter it flows Due East a short distance. 

Greenbrier P.iver , from junction of East and West Forke at Durbin 
* ■ nd P««honta. County line , as it oscillates and meanders in 

“* “ W ■ '-n of 747 f..t, .ith . rat. of 

rat. af fall .U. 12.1 ,..t , at, U a. di.taao. 1. 41.18 „u... 

TV., •««**« ltl „ uro . „ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

' - "• “ it ...«.ri\t It. natural aour... 

te 1U,| »tj„ with . faji .ten t - « 

f rate of fall per wU, 15.J f,.t 
** air >»«* 4 t.t*,.«. 1. t4 , IU< 

free tt» ...iti t# eeuroa 

... * * *** »iUell It has a aeanderlng length of 

ail.* wtu ea air li,. 4 ,., 

.... * f ,7 * i4 with a fall of 2250 f»»* 

•' n.a 1 .et. 




‘aT'JRAL SETTIN3 . CHAPTER THREE ( Pocahontae County) 
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NA 

( Pari 1 ) 

(Sac D ) 

£*?T fork of 

CRrSJBHISR RIVER, The Ea»t Fork of Greenbrier River , heede in the Blister Swamp 

.. . he extras* Northe Eaotorn end of the County and flows in a South Weet direction 

*.e Tr.ernwooi . Here it swings to the West making a wide Level Valley between 

T-. err rood and Durbin where it joins the Vest Fork . Upon the Flood- Plain, or Valley 

ef the Fast • r ork of the Greenbrier River the towns ofl Durbin, Frank, Bartow, Travel ere- 

-■•pose , Hoover town , Pill Town, Thornwood, ( once called Dunlevie J and ’.Vinterburn. 

5T.1 f-.fl Carp Thornwood No 2586 of the C.C.C. is situated at the mouth of Five mile 
•ciiSr about a nile above the old Winterburh Town. 

Pros Thornwood to ite source, Little River of the East Branch of the 

f'et*- • I 

"r«wr.:rier River,Pona Run, Abe Run., Bennet^Run, flow into the Eaet Fork from the 

C.Mountain on the Eaet, while Reservoir Hollow Run , Gum Cabin Hollow Run, 

i-. lie follow Run, Bearwollbw-Run, Campbell Run, and Hull ante Rune join it from tto 

Ufa on th. vr.ot, John. Run , heading „„ t h. Southern end 

ef ..m., flow to join th. river at Frank. The East fork of th. Greenbrir 

° f >6 - 8 ' lth *f«*1 '11 «' U75 foot, .ith</ rate of 

'11 Mr . 1 . of to.J foot end hue . dr.in.g. ar.n b.ein „ 6 ,.,« „ uaP . oil „ . 

7k. um. Mnr . the Feet hr.noh th. aro.nbri.r River i. th. largeet 

.< th. I* h.e . length^ 0.-7.6 .11.. *«, 1500 feet f.11, wlth . fall „, r 

*' ‘”- i *“*- .' th. U,U. Rl„r .r. Buffalo 

’X im “ • '•'* »' 680 -1.1th . rate ,11 p . r 

!»»■• f..t. «n. hru.tf... tuff.lo fork .r. 


two 


tUA 


*»• *-• mil— lane . 


hlK Run and Tool Bo* hollow. 


» :•» Ca»t> Run , 






*' Th. „..t Fork of th. Groonbrior Bi .or hood, .t th, Pocabooi* 
f:; pk C0 „„ ty lino, ,00, or Shaver. Mountain and run. P.rH.l « - *»* ~ 

v;;;: look., ,. — - - - 

1 fora *. Greenbrier Biv.r propor. Co Sh.vor. Mountain « «Mt it r.c.iv.o a 

tt . t fie. 1, from th. *»»t .id.. On th. Ea.t it r.ooivao th. Mountain Link Croak, 
utt l. «i„r, or th. »..t Fork or th. Gr.anbri.r Ri«r. with it. tributary, 
o,, root Sid. or the Burner Mountain , Span Oak Run, Club Houoo Run, Elk LickRun, 
aBd Hinkle Run^ Gertrude Run, Elk Lick Run, Fox Run, Hikes Run , Snorting Lick Run. 

fror the Ifest eide of the (fiddle Mountain . 

The ‘.Vest Fork of the Greenbrier River haB a total lBugth of 16.9 males 
*ith a total fall 925 feet, with a rate of fall per mile 5*.7 feet . and has a 
drainage baein of 62. 62 square miles. 


SKA7EHS FORK OF CHEAT RIVER 

Sbavera_Fork of Cheat River heads on the South end of Back Allegheny Mountain jf 
*nd Cheat Mountain 

**. »n elevation of 46oO feet and flowe Northward through the Basin between these 
eouetalna into Randolph County. It continues aerose the latter County and into 
Tucker County where it ia joined by the Dry Fork at Parsone to form Cheat River 
proper . Through out its entire couro, it follows rough topography, ( and geologially 

) «.ti, th.t .r tho P.tt.riii. .„d u . U0h <*„,* 5erl „, henc , is a r5gijl 

• r Mil d.,.l.p»,„t .lth v.ry f,» to... along it, .ot.r.h.d . 

It. trlbut.ri,. 1. Pocahont.o County , or. Block Bun, Book, Bun. rir.t Fork, 

“ Fork... Th. Fork of ch.ut ho. th. high..t of 

tt * “*'* * ■* F ''“ ^ac, *" p «»«h»nt... County , it h„. on of 

-M th. U„ c... th. ar..„bri. r , U<or „„ ol<Mmtlon of 

• ••«•-** t. l«l l...r than th. «h.,.r. Fork ,t point., 

' o.eat . in Poeehont*. County httB Bn Bntir . 1#ngth #f 


1© etlee. 




-- 

l. fc *-* *"‘ n o f , ebe*e : *c&ni y or || of . . 

4 6, B'juare 











an 


entire l.** of 5 ' ith * 


W,< ° ^ h “ ,. et p . r „ii.. end a dr.ina E . a.ea 




f.et 


w* 


in 


of 9.97 square mile.. 

Second Fork in Pocahontas 


canty ha. an a-tlr. l.»B«> « 


f 4.1 miles , with a 


Th, *eco»u -- 5 feet , and hae a 

basin of 6.93 ^are rai1 ® 8 * r c 

i + v, .f o 05 -riles , andak total fall of 50 5 
n entire length of 2 . 2 P f 


drainage ttreB 

Hockey Run , huo a 

,.et , eith a rat. of Ml p.r - 1 . .f ***•♦ - - h “ ‘ d " 1 ”“ ES *”* " 

of 2.76 squirne miles. 

Blank Ran, ha. an entir. l.mjth of 2.55 »il«. ^ ° f 41 ° 

Hth a rat. ,f fall per nil. of 160.8 feat; and has a drainag. ar.a ha.in of 

2.06 square nilee. 

Shaver. Mountain and Shaver’e Fork of Cheat River, and Shavers Run are all named 
ia honor of Peter Shaver , a soldier of the American Revolution, and who wae killed 
byithe.Indian* at his home on the Tygarts Valley River along about this of 17&I 
Q-eat Hirer is any bcdys guess as to how it /ome by its name; There is false wheit, 

etill to be found along its course; yOn Shavers Mountain the moss covered stokk 
r-.-.n etill fool you, by letting you down suddenly into pits covered by moss. 

• -• still a surprise to tne traveller to climb u'pouple thousand feet from the 

*r.• - rier . »er , to find anothsr on the top of the mountain , flowing bin the 
i : rectioB. There ie a tradition that the Cheat River received its nojoe 

’• * 5 r -. of *h* Cherlkoe tribe, who called the river ,Voh-na-ye which 


. :r ii«n language to Cheat, honoo the nwno'chout River". 



















(net that it ifl upon tho watere of the Hospital Run , which substantiates 

date® ' JIC 

t t v-. n t it happened during the period of the Revolution or before it. 

The survey was made while Pocahonta County was under the regime of 
A , -jcta County; the same survey and G.-ant is recorded in Augusta County Grant 3ook- 

Se i at Pag® 70 At that date this little branch with its ic0 cold 8 ? rin S 8 
locally known ao HOSPIT&L RUN. 

Tnere are many different etoriee and traditions of different kind, are handed 
j -t-. is regard to the circumstance , that led to the naning of the Hospital Run . 

Te hereby submit the following incidents , whic^has been handed down by a 
direct line of decendante of the very earlieet settlors of the Greenbank Community 

vr.ich was nade about the year of 1770. 

7r.e early pioneers of the Greenbank Community found i } necessary to keep a 

wnet&st look out for hoetile Indians, and to have all means of defense ready in 

:ue of a eudden attack . The Indiane were so deceitful that the only closest 

ntchfulneai , saved the settlement from danger ar.i death, ^omen and children*-Boye 

£ - • 

»*r« laker. tfl_.the old Warwick Fort , and a gun given gbem to drill in the loop holes 

•f • Fcrt , in oriBr to be ready for any emergency that might arise.; with these 

«'r«f, the young folks grew up to be real brave men and women , knowing how 

te taka ;%r« of thoneelveo. 

>*- cm tiae when the Indians were seen prowling around in the neighborhood, 

1 • ‘ t aattlera »ero warned , and made hast to the old Fort , and all were safely 

' "•* *•' • stockade , ar.d walla of tho Fort ; One morning when it wa6 fogy, a man 

* ' «f “ tloan" left the fort crooned tho North Fork Creek , to a Mellon 
ha did, nt coma back whon oxpoctod ; about noon r party went out 
r e r him , and found him dead, and aoalpod with an arrow through hie body, 
lw# tn&» were dsar to the hearts of tho Indians , they wore deeds that 
•*»* tf an Indian; and whicn honor any Indian would riak hie 

l%t * »*av a« 


• agala. 









Lilian Warwick knowing the tactics of the Indians, knew that the 

fe. t pione®” 

vfuld b0 on tho job bright and early the next morning , and in order to 


t to hie* o ver the death of hlftv^left the fort in the night and eonceuld d 

f -1 v* venx A 

lha bank of Deer Creek, ( This point/just East of the Steel Bridge on the 

8id0 of the Creek opposite the site of the Old Fort, and not far from 

^ p ion .eer Warwick* cabin,) about dawn the slender fora of an Indian was eoen 

^ ert _ ing fran the glocn ; no doubt, the Bame Indian emboldened by his success , 

a-i saddened fS the thirst for glory, was making an effort to get anothe r scalp 

f-r his wigwam. Alr.06t at the same instant ,a shot from Warwicks Rifle rang out 

and the daring warrior went to hie happy hunting ground ; The wildest excitarent 

agitation , and discussion in the Fort prevailed when one singular and pathetic 

cry, and the report of the rifl^e was heard; presently the pioneer came to the Fort 

&r.i told whwthe had done. Then pandinonium soon entered the minds of the Indians 

I 

that were skulking around the Fort, and as th 6'jh ad done on other occasions , 
-cr. 3 re 5 a-.sd on the high hill across the North Fork Creek , ( Just back of what 

is nor the old John Warwick house) and sailed arrows into the Fort ( This would 
* long shot for a Winchester Rifle ). 

‘ The tradition ie.that at this skirmish with the Indians , when tho settlers 
• sre 1 .-. *'o r or t , some spi©B or scouts were sent out to reccnnoiter , and look 
freer. Indian sign, and cane in contact with a band of Indians who were 

pneaing through , and doing no harm , but the settlors took no chances 
-■ '.r*4 •- the Indians , by which a okirmish ensued , and one Indian was wounded 
by his comradn > to u place oa the Hospital Run, now not far from the 
'J? /-'Ural* , afhere ho lingered along and died. And from thie instance is whom 
of Hospital Run ' Hie gravo that wuu found which ie now on tho l*n* 
* -•G.w*-* 1 ;eel, purports tho feet that ho wan buriod in Indian style , and thorofo® 

boon burtoC by U) , Indian# ; Thor« gooo with tho tradition that thero w.* 

• -• •rpiije pi aoa, I'oulUooo nulo of rnoanfrao louvo# . »aid to bo u®od by 


lu 


l **a for *, 


**ot (cunli, 





'*e venerable Petor .Yurwick claimed that the place where the crippled Indian 
. 0 1 # 4 wan north of the White Oak Hill, while eome other older folks 

Ci+yi 

H was between the town of Greenbank and the home of Idonroe Beards , 
tho two anglos come completely together. 

The Hospital Run has the honor of having the first log Church that was 
f -«c*.ed in the lastern part of Pocahontas County ; the site of which is in the 
-Id part of the Arbovole Cemetery This old log Church was erected when Indiaa 

tcirse »«ra* were still fre6h in the minds of the people and it wee located 

or. a raiee of ground betweon two springe on the Hospital Run in order to 
cir» a good view of the surrounding country which overlooked ths old Indian 
Hospital , on the Hospital Run. 

I 

Thomas Jarvis who owned the Eastern part of the Hospital Run , by^a land- 
Grs-.*. tearing date of June 1730 , had his cabin ^at ajspring in what is now 
a field cr. the lands of C.G.Arbogast , went in search for his cow that had 

»»':erei off in the woodland; when he came back the Indians had rifled his house, 

•si •-ver. hie feather bed tick, but emptied the feathers out in the floor; 

*• • bis -lankets , kettles , butcher knives, and his winters supply of 
a, *‘" "m* years aftorwarda when Adam Arbogast who became owner of ths 

i' c.earing a field of new land plowed out an old Kettle and a butcherk 

*si', r .„ 

«»• ejppoaed to be The property of Thomas Jarwia taken by the l/ 

• 'A'. f 4 , 
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,-orablo Potor Warwick claimed that the place where the crippled Indian 

Th® ' l1 “ 

was north of the White Oak Hill, while some other older folks 

criPP 1 * 3 

. between the town of Greenbank and the home of Monroe Beards , 

clair. i* 

h . evt >- tho two anglos cone completely together. 

The Hospital Run has the honor of having the first log Church that wae 
ia the Eastern part of Pocahontas County ; the site of which is in the 
cart of the Arbovale Cemetery This old log Church was erected when India 
g .„' 98 were still fresh in the minis of the people and it was located 

0R a rai68 of ground between two springe on the Hospital Run in order to 
£ ive a rood view of the surrounding country which overlooked the old Indian 
Hospital , on the Hospital Run. 

Thomas Jarvis -who owned the Eastern part of the Hospital Run , by^a land- 
Grant tearing date of June 1780 , had his cabin jL*X ajspring in what is now 
a field on the lands of O.G.Arbogast , went in search for his cow that had 
*• ierei off in the woodland; when he came back the Indians had rifled his house, 
h*d taken hie feather bed tick, but emptied the feathers out in the floor; 

*ii hie blankets , kettles , butcher knives, and his winters supply of 
u r a*»t. "any years aftorwerds when Adam Arbogast who became owner of thB 
• *'• c. oaring a field of new land plowed out an old Kettle and a butcher k 
'* »'ich «n Ruppoeud to be Tho property of Thomas Jarwie taken by the l/. 
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tb< (oll<>rt ng l.«.r ... «1M« ° f Cr ” k 

3 in the Pocohontae Times of December 19th 1940. 


KNAPPS CREEK AGAIN. 

r Fditor of the Pocahontas Times ) 

Dear l!r, Prica. r issue of Novereber/o 

, in Win.. B«rd Harp.r, . inquiry in yur 

I ’“ ' , dfor , *.0 „t- -it*. 1 — * >»” r 

, 80 , u to *0 Knapp* Crook ... nm.d for. 

in the same issue. article 

. read in the last issue of the Times, date date of 

1 , , lik . ur E .i„g Wat bb.ro i. ond probably *-»• 

. Ur ^ring, ore of the opinion like Ur g, 

J’*o should b. bonorod ' 1 

* * 8 '"” 

->lould ro t be at home now, if I shouxa r 

f theifarpera who have lived here 
0E Ewing Creek. Being of th. fourth generation of Warp 

. f tha J beg to pass on the following information : 

in tbo henri of tho yalloy h „ arlng „y grand 

. mere l.d . fifty or >l>t, »«<“•• 1 W " U 

that y.nappo Crook ... by tbo *. of Knapp 

*. ii«d on to. b„k n..r .boro tb. public road no. is and oppo.it. tb. pr.e.nt 
..„o of Par. cl.*. U.o *« a boy I oni.yod sitting by tb. opsn wood fir., and 
lioion 0 . ay .other toll u. of tb. pa.t hi.t.ry of our local ao«unity. .an, of tb. 
thing, .he stated were stored in my mini . This was in the days when children 
.ere on*iouB to lister, to older folks and were taught that a still tongue made a 
head. My great grandmother died in 1870 at a ripe old age. The first few yare of my 
mothers married life were spent with hor . I have heard my mother make statements 
iNiHNiMMMMr ln r «B ard to this Ur Knapp, enrr.e as I heard grandfather 
mrA U.I •ould esy grandmother told me so . And from thi 6 hietory which is not writtr. 
! m convinced of the locution of where thie man lived . And it was never osntiondd 
v« ft it Wr.et tee name war. spelled Knupp. It may have boon Calob Knapp. 

« as to Napvnaler Gregory , ln my mind ho oan have the honor of the old fpur 
reed, . r. created the mountain , near where II.I.Bhinaberry new lives. Thie was 
called ’-ep.e : pur l‘oed er.d wm very much used prior to buggy daye. Some uagor.e ar.d 
^^^^rritle^Ude road tf> the eerly daye 


mmm 



TO wrify th. noma, I have in my pooeoBtion a grant of land rrom the Coom6nwo.lt 
tl vlr ° in! . t. my grant grand fath.r , H.nry Harp.r, dat.d 1625, aignad ty J*. Tyl.r 
•- voncr. in th. caura.a of^and tr... ar. call.d for on tnia road m.ntion.d ao 
‘Z -Spur Road ■ Thin road laav.a Uttla Bad Cr..k n.ad th. old Ch.atnut homo, 
following a 1., rid*. to th. top of th. W*«* ^untain . than following th. top 
{or dom. diat.no. around th. hand wat.r. of Laur.l Run Croat , th.no. around th. 
E ..t and of th. Littl. mountain and down along th. ridg. to th, Knapp. Cr.ah Vallay 
th. Oit. of Knrp.rn Mill. ,t i. .till .vld.nt that a long tin.. ago 
oo»id.r.H. digging waa don. on this road at a.v.ral plan... 

J.C.Harper. 


Va. 



Vr 

-'X'l •'*S CREEK: - Cumnino Creek ie a branch of Knapps Creek that gives rise near 

‘. u .* tcp ot t!,e Brushy fountain it flows practically duo North for a distance 
cf 6 silee to join Knappo Creak near Hunteroville 

It hao a total fall of 1000 feet , with a rate of fall per mile of 166.6 
feet , and hao a drainage area ofi 11 square miles. 

Cummins Creek began settlement about the tine of the formation of Pocahontas 
end ite eo n«x.ed from a pioneer by the ntsne of Cunmins. 


LAUREL CREEK Laurel Creek with it6 numerous branches is Knapps Creok 

largest tributary from a stand point of volum . Laurel Creek has its source 
hi- up cn Allegheny Wountein only 3.6 miles ( air line distance ) from its mouth 
floss in a southerly direction to Rinel where it ie joined by Cochran Creek, 
its r.vrerous tributaries from the Bouth, Thence it flows wt,8 ' t f cutting a 

-* = rge ecrcBS the the north end of L'iddle fountain and is joined by houtharty Creek 
site fr<r the south, one mile south of Minnehaha Springs, where it enters Knapps Cra* 
Ths principal branch.es of the Laurel Creek are Douthartjr Creek with an entire 

of fe ' 3 oU ” with u totBl fal1 ° { ^et , with a rate of fall per mile 
of 120.6 fast, and hao a drainage are basinof 11.65 square miles. C###/ Cochran 
r... »: th. or. entire length of 4.9 rniloc with a* total fall 0 d 950 feet , and a ra* 

•' ° r 1,3 - s 11 *>“ * b..iV ?. 7J Mu „. .n.. 

.V., ..Rida— Run. 1.1 .il„ lons . Bis Slndj 

““ *■* L “' B “ U - - M nun. Ru „ , 2 . 5 

■»« . I~n» Run .U„ u.brid*. Run i ( io ]6 _ 

?ha wain branch., of L.urel Crook 

..... ’ ' 80 n,BI ® ““ follows; Douthart Creek 

C- WMI ^. n , y,, 

-• ... --- Pl °“ ,r -' U ” r - *' *»* K “»* 


ttt ,..r #f 1 770# 

• •«»' ran Creek aaa •• n«. 


r " l "” J by w * rtf Week ; »e settled there 


*• u • Ca«Ai> Will. 

-.... " M " «» -«u 


0n ° r * f lh * Pioneer Tmlly 0 f Coehrana 









NATURAL Srrr:N3 Pocahontas county. 

Chapter Three. 

Part (1 ) See ( D )• 

BROWNS CREEK;- Browne Creek has ite source in several the saall brancher 
that give rise in the Hill Country North Met of the Knapps Creek, on the Browne- 
Mountain locally known as the " Horee Ridge " a part of the Browne Mountain. 

This etreiEu flows South-West and drains all the section between the Thorny 
Creek, and the Knapps Creek; It hae an entire length of 6 milee with a tjkotal fall 
of 525 foot , with a rate of fall per mile of 87.5 feet, and £as a drainage area 
tasin of 10. square miles 

Its principal source ie in every large spring locally known as the 
Peter *.'c Carty Spring -which' i6 located on a branch of the said Browns creek 
0.7 'sile north-weBt of Mt Tabor School, is largely a calcium and magnesium carboanate 
water issuing near the Helderberg-BoBeardville Limestone contact , the elevation 
of the spring being approximately 2500 feet . A very large and constant flow of 
sparkling clear water pours out the year round and appears to have but very slig)t 
if any change of temperature throught the year. 

Tne Browns Creek joins the Knapps Creek near Huntersville , which wae 
the former County Seat of Pocahontas County, and near the junction of Cummins Creek 
«ith the conjunction of these branches and Knapps Creek , made an ideal lowation 
for the County Scat of Pocahontas County, with the road way^ww^Browns Creek . 
loan and up Knapps Craok, and down Cummins Creek, 

hro.no Creek, and Browns Mountain, received ite name from a John Brown 
fr °* ’ •" r Augusta County Virginia , who mo vod to Montgomery County, was 

• apt.i„ in the Revolutionary War, who owned much of the lands by froowption 
•" -astern pert of Auguot. County . and a part of what in now Pocahontas County 
‘™* rl£ht 0f P^-aption wae the fir.t right or priwiUg., to secure lande 
rl f ht e.s greeted by the Commonwealth of the state of Virginia, for 
‘•'wieee is the Revolutionary War. 




arT1 «. IC IAL P0D1ES0F WATSR: In Pocahontas County) 

At M pr( , oont there are only two bodies of Artificial Water in Pocahontas 

, B r.ioa bake ahich ie in the bounds of the State Senica Forest on the 

,,ter* of the Little Thorny Creek . This Artificial Lake was constructed by the 

- c.C. Car-.p i+hich was located in the Senica Forest , about the year oC 1934 

-Ve wrall lake covers about seven acres of ground is about 15 feet deep 

eix 

is provided with small boats it is a great swimming resort cabins 

are built for visitors to use . This is a real beautiful little artificial 

lake ar.d many tourist visit this place every year. It is situated in 

Gs-e refuge of the Senfeca Park; many Beer, and wild Turkies .and Grouse , may 

ie seen along the road going to the Lake. This lake is reached by a hard 

gravelled surfaced road with an easy grade and graceful curves , crossing a 

■pur of the Thomas Fountain to the Little Thorny u reek 

At the Seneca artificial Lake constructed by the Civilian Conservation Copps 

a reersat oral area has been developed into one of the most appealing outdoors 

^cation apota in the State . The high elevation adds to the comfott of a aummer 

neit. Six cabins at the lake provide adequate lodgings. Boating,pnd swimming, 

ara po8Bibl ° 4" the Lake , and a special playground for children 

aa ka. n constructed near the cabin area. Those who prefer water eports on the 

... on th. b.nk. of th. Groenbri.r . et th. ...fro ,d s e 

•f tn. fer.at, i. r..ch„oi „„ . roai leading froB Huntor , -u , 

•• Ilate Route No ?8 


t.n.6. s,.t. Forest oonUi™ 11050 .or., . lw . d it w . h .„ t 

- lt * .• - ”*■ • 1.* Motor, on . etot. for.., 

•- —. r.r M . rooult . <h. populetl.n of ln ttl . loday probably 

• -o. «r..,.., I. ». «.u, furtoor loro. -tor. ^ 

” ..- , *“" 4 ••"*">“*« •Motfn. dor,,* i., t huotl ^ 

•»*t M 



S ,„.c., . function. - » «.*.r .om, -P**-«* »' 

5 ; . to .p.=i», - -— interest - 

£. w .t.. UP— — nr — — ^ ° b “°” ed - 

^..ion .t the request of Hon - Andre. Price, in honor of the fecoud S.noce 
I-t * *i* ... -e of the trite of the frequoi. mdi.n. fonnerly of the 
western ... fork; the ...t nuaercu. nad .ariike of the Five Nation. • They "till 
_t.r over three theu.end, the greeter portion being in He. fork, and anal! band, 
in Ontario and Oklahoma. 


Tne Seneca Indians ; from whom the Seneca Foreet wae so named, foiled a 

had 

.ar path after a treaty at Albany in the year of 1722, which -*w confined the 
«ct of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, making the Allegheny Mountain the 
dinoion line between the lands allotted to the Indiand , and the lands that 
ccald be settled by the white people, a lime that was observed with more or less 
fidelity until about the tine of the Revolution. 

A well- traveled road was established by the Seneca Tribe the most powerfu 1 
■A five Matione over which they traveled from the waters of the St, Lawrence 
the northern part of Georgia, thie Senoca trail passes through Pocahontas 
•*./, *r.i they wore at all times informed of the acts of the pioneer settlers, 

• Vie agreement to remain on the eastern side of the Allegheny Mountain. 

“ • old Seneca Har Path is still vioublo in many places, it is plain 

• r, on tne ridge north wont of Marlinton; the patli way is worn down deep 
• ««rv , end large tree* are growing up in tho center of the old Seneca 
ladle* trail. 


■„ CJAL uutl IN »*TOG* STATE PARK - 

*. «.*. “ •«»** 4 " th " LltU0 L ' V ' 1 ’ D1 ' trlC 

County. -I- *• - ~ * *' “** ’ "" ““ ^ 

pl8 y are. of greet popularity, Watoga- luxuriant foliage and wild flo.or gro 

enhanced e mountain eetting <« vacation outing.. Th. Oreenhrier Biver, 

*,* nany vioitor. oro.s hy a piotur.edu. ferry ‘.t S.eh.rt, i. th. Boundary .hi* 
1<u ff.toga apart fn. hucdrun aotiviti.e . Mil., of »otor rood.. a. in all .tat. i 
parke and state forebte, lead to cabim areas and administration headquarter. 

At the headquarters, situated above a 11 -acre, artificial lake, i- a dining roam 
a park store, curio shop and superintendent,e office. Boats and bicycles may be 
rented . The twenty five cabins , divided in two general cabin groups, seem lost 
in the vastness of the the area. A new picnic ground area and playground have beenc 
completed. Work on a concrete swimming poll, one of the larges of such pools 
hart in the State is being pushed during winter in the expectation that it may 
be ready for use during the comming Bummer. A riding academy provides gaited 
horsed for rides along the bridle paths . A large heard of Deer has made this parkjf 
its home. The profusion of growing thinge led to the establishment of a memorial 
arboretum under sponsorship of the West Virginia Academy of Science, where 
visiters ray oee bcotbe of varied and wild flowers and other native wild plants 
ir. their native habitat 


This Artificial Lake which is situated on the Ieland Lick Run in the 
north eastern part of Park area it covero more than 11 acres and is and is appr- 
-cxirately 30 foot deop it is clear at all timoo, it is supplied with Rainbow, 
*1 : rook .rout , ur.dfl v aen , and a colony of leaver is located at the head of the 
This Lake »a. called KILLBUCK Lake after an Indian Chieftain of the 
; tribe Who gave th. pionoar settlers trouble , for a long series of years 

* 1 * on iostillties ceased went to hie home in Ohio, 


^rbovale West Va 
June 25th 1941. 




Paul H. Bo«kor. 

Um 

^.rleeton Vfert a. 

""Z' - your letter el lun. 13 rd In r. S .rd te 

r^jjeuntji" • »• «lt.r «*«- *• ^ *“ “ kln8 

for additional personal information about these places 

rede the, i.p.rtent; the people who hav e lived there, hew they have 

b een used ; a description of the places, 

^ -rere these places picked for the Worlds fair, besides their pictureequene.s! 
( pictures representing representing the County ) Hake the remarke pereonal and 
’ nf o it. al. 


v (Psj/3- 


rs.T "OUlfTAJNS OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY. The Yew range of mountains in Pocahontas 
cccpoeoi of many different mountains and ridges and is the result of a greatly 
»cd high plateau , made up of many snail ranges , as Spruce Mountain, 

‘•-Hsen Mountain, Cronborry Mountain, Black Mountain, Turkey Mountain, Gauley Mountail 
:r*«k Uountaia, Rod Lick Mountain, and many otlier ridges of minor importance 
■* rM e» of mountains in oituatod in the the Little Levels District , and 
r<irv.. v#t tera part of tho Bdray Diatrict. 

-V.« range of ountaino VCormo tho water shed between the Greenbrier 
' •* r «M u. ..lore of tho Cherry River, Williams River , Gauley River, 

Kl * riW mXl hBV# tWr “ ouro * l " *>»• —torn part of Pocahontas County 

T*. Mo. Mountain, ..tend from Oreanbrior County lino to the thorny Flat 
*** H ' #ri #f tt * rork of ch.ot ri».r but are not 



*rbo val e '.Vest Va 
June 25th 19*1. 




Paul H. Boikor. 

^arleeton Weet ’a. 

- >-* ,-r Utter o. June 23rd in regard te 

. The writer ».l...d to the Ucehonta, County Hietorf, ie ..King 

for additional personal information about these placea 

1 „ rede the, inp.rtent; the people ^o here lived there, how they have 
v 9 en used ; a description of the places, 

Ihy were these places picked for the Worlds fair, besides their pictureequenese! 
( pictures representing representing the County ) Make the remarks pereonal and 
I nf o rr al. 


v (P^M- 


Tr.1 YEI FOUNTAINS of POCAHONTAS COUNTY. The Yew range of mountains in Pocahontas 
i« conpoeoi of many different mountains and ridges and is the result of a greatly 
‘i-fcjtcd high plateau , made up of many snail ranges , as Spruce Mountain, 

' •'niaon Mountain, Cronborry Mountain, Black Mountain, Turkey Mountain, Gauley Mountail 
".rea* Mountain, Red Lick Mountain, and many other ridgee of minor importance 
ranee of mountains ia situated in the the Little Levele Dietrict , and 
vjrtA-vaatora part of tho Edray Dietrict. 

Thi. range of ountoino VCormo tho water shed between the Greenbrier 
of th * ch * r, *y Williams River . Oauloy Ri vor, 

mi«h all have th.lr oeuroe in the weetern part of Pocahontas County 
Y*. ... Mountain, .at.nd from Greenbrier County line to the thorny Flat 

* f Y' 1- Fork of Cheat river but aro not* 



on th. Greeenbrier Ri v«r deainage 

r.... -- - — -r- 4 - ^ 6pru " 

L .Id «f Pocuhontee called the Sprue. Pi«, Y.. Pin., tn.y l.o 

l lel Tree Spruce Pine; «.« had th. pin.e criee-creceed; In their 

' r.unee; old lend Grant cello , 6 dva the oorn.re ac a Yew Pin. 

round, now i. a Spruce. «... they call for a Sprue, pine a H ro leck i. Sound. 

The or » Yew" ha. been given th... range. on account of their evergreen 

.op,.ranee . The Black fountain .a. naned " Black " becauo. of it. dark Black Green 
color. Kenni.or. Uount.ln wae eo n«oed from the old Pioneer Kenni.on that eettled in » 
V.e Little Levels.and not many miles away. Cranberry Mountain was bo named from the 
fa coiis cranberry Galdes eituate on the head of the Cranberry River, 

Turkey/fountain, beoauee of so many wild Turkeys were found there . Gauley mountain 
vae nmed from the Gauley River. Tea Creek Mountain was named from T ea Creek. 

Red Lick Mountain received its neibe from the fact that the soil ie of a redieh 
color ; And one of fthe old hunters of that section had a deer lick on this mountain 
and ir. order to designate it from other Deer licks called it the Red lick, and 
‘.hereafter it was called Red Lick Mountain . 

and 

The timber operations of the Yew Mountains were sponsored fy ttffl carried on 
-7 the Cherry River Boom ar.d Lumber Company. With their Mills at Richwoed. 

Ti e settlement in the?E’•/ Yew Mountains is BparBe ; this entire ootion ie nw 
• r.oetly owned by the U.S. Monon^uhelu National forest . The up landf ie ueed for 


■L, Gr.sonbrler River d.eiusge •»»•- 

fri T- of —- - — «--■ -f* -* 6pruc * 

V old pioneers of Focuhont.s colled the Spruce Pine, Ye. Pine, they «l.o 
l lal th . Ilooleck Tree Spruce Pine; they hod the pine, cri.e-cre.e.d ; In th.tr 
' »«*.«*. old land Grant colie , give th. corners os a Ye. Pin. 

w *„ foucd, 1. a spruce. lffi en they coll for a Sprue. Pine a .Week 1. Found. 

The H». ef * Ye." hoe been given these rouges on account of their evergreen 
tpp ,sconce . The Black kountain .a. naced " Black - because of its dork Black Green 
cclcr. Kenni.cn Mountain .as so n»ad free the old Pioneer Kennieon that e.ttled in » 
the Little Levels.and not many miles away. Cranberry Mountain was bo named from the 
fa co-6 Cranberry Galdee situate on the head of the Cranberry River, 

Turkey/Kountain, because of eo many wild Turkeys were found there < Gauley mountain 
itc r.sr.ed from the Gauley River. Tea Creek Mountain was named from T ea Creek. 

Red Lick Mountain received it8 neie from the fact that the soil ie of a redish 
eoler ; A-d one of Itho old hunters of that section had a deer lick on this mountain 
and ir. order to deeignete it from other Deer licks called it the Red lick, and 
thereafter it was called Red Lick Mountain . 

and 

The timber operations of the Yew Mountains were sponsored ^ t )Jd carried on 
*7 tka Cherry River Boom ar.d Lumber Company. With their Mills at Richwood. 

Tr.o settlement in the?E’•/ Yew Mountains is sparse ; this entire ootion is rw 


T.'.o •ettleoent in the!#J Yew Mountains ie sparse ; this entire ootion is rw 
■ '» Mtlly owned by the U.S. Monongahelo National forest . The up lands, is used for 


W g Th. Phr..." Little Level." end the LITTLE LEVELED!STRICT 

rL. "Little Level." vetev. * . -**— U *. bee* - . 

Level. I^.-ie! *.«- .*i* «■ '««- *' 

Pocahontas County, 

*. Little Lewie Dietriet .. veer .. cap be 4ete™ined Lee - area of 1,2.68 
uilee er.d ie eituated in the th. eovth.-e.tern part of Pocahor.tae County, and 
the entire r„ai»d.r .< the County e.uth.eet of Edra, Dietriet, and the Hunter.vlle 
District. It extend, eeutheard free, the divide between the water, of the Wilier. Ri®r 
ini riddle Pork , inolvdinc the water ehed of the latter .tree. Cranberry River, 

Cherry River, and Bill. Creek, end ero.ee. eaet of the Greenbrier River to include th. 
«rea south of Beaver Creek, and west of North Fork of Anthony Crdek. 

This section or neighborhood called "Little Levels" is first found in the 
Craerbrier County Records; this section of Pocahontas County was first ir. the hounds 
SretfcBrier County , whiofwas formed from Botetourte, and Uontgomrery Counties in 
the year of 1777 ; and the early pioneers when they crossed the Allegheny mountains , 
starching for localities that were favorable for homes they cane upon the section 
That is termed the Little Levels, and farther down in Greenbrier they found a much 
-srjtr and similar eection , and they beganto erect and establish homee at both places 
‘■1 st *ai then Ir. Groonbrler County, in order to designate the twc from each place. 

II M 

’colled the Littlo fccvelo^ and the other the Big Levelc, which is some time6 

• 0 ii n 

* ♦© in tho lond rocordo etc the Great hovele . 

' • fcie Level* le sltuatod in ^raonbricr County, Tho Littlo Levels is in 
County. Mien Path County was formed it included the Little Levels in 
•..r-*o , when Pooahonteo Was fonaod from Bath , Pondletor , and Randolph 

IX Jr- iudod thl» fine farming roction of tho Littlo Levels ar.d t)ie nuns 
* UU U the neighborhood. 







" Little Levels" and the LITTLE L£7ELSv-I>ISTRICT 

the same thin,. It must la here understood tht 


I The Phrase Little beveit “““ - 

I ; r „. . U U, Levole" ref- « a *. - ** 

u u „ lt „*.*«***.«-.-**-" tortheroroationof 

pocehontae County, 

* Little LMtt. Dietriet .. Bear a, ... be letereined ha. aa area of 152.68 
Lila, and ia eituated in th. th. .outh.eetern part of Pecahor.tae County, and 
tt , entire r»ui„der of th. County a.uth.o.t of Edray Di.trict, and the Huntar.dlle 
Sietrict. It extende eouthoard free the divide between the water. of the *i®r 

loa riddle Port , including the water ehed of the letter etre™ Cranberry River, 

Cherry River, and Bill. Creek, end ero.ee. eaet of th. Greenbrier River to include the 
ere. eouth of Beaver Creek, and we.t of North Fork of Anthony Crdek. 

Thie .notion or neighborhood called "Little Level." ie first found in the 
Greenbrier County Records; this section of Pocahontas County was first in the hounds 
Sreehtrier County , whiofwas formed from Botetourte, and Hontgomrery Counties in 
the yetr of 1777 ; and the early pioneers when they crossed the Allegheny mountains , 
•torching for localities that were favorable for homos they cane upon the section 
cf shat is termed the Little Levels, and farther down in Greenbrier they found a much 
•»rjer end eirilar eection , and they beganjto erect and establish homes at both places 
*~*-v rtt then ir. Greenbrier County, in order to designate the twc from each place . 

II H 

tM ••* called the Little tevelo^ and the other the Big Levelc, which is some times 

0 •• Vf 

■•••rod t© in th© lar.4 rocordo ac the Groat l>evole . 

" • fcl|; Levels Is situated in u roonbrior County, Tho Littlo Lovolo is in 
^ccar.trre.M, Ceurrtjr. Whon P.ath County was formod it included the Little Lovelo in 
’-*• •--rda , tf.an when Pooshontao Wan fortnod from Bath , Pondloton , and Randolph 

‘ it included this fins fanning r.oction of tho Littlo Levels and the name 

* UU •*l f O t« the neighborhood. 







/ ' r . oot cooparti vely flat area in pocahor.tuE County, and of a fol’ing nature 

. „ Little Lo vole around and about The town of Hillcboro . Thie ie a 

found m w.o 

section and the most productive paft of Pocahontas County especially 

Line Stor.s 

£ T lt.oat and Corn ; In the northern part of the County Limestone crops out in a 
arrc* strip along the western side of the Greenbrier Valley, and south west of >• arlnto 
t widonB ou t which forme the Little Levels . Thie is a lime Stone fanning section , 
-an}' sink holes are in this section , and many of the small stream* disapear from 
view to emerge nearer Greenbrier River . 

The average elevation of the Little Levels ie about 2400 feet , which ie not 
toe high for the maturing of moBt agricultural crops grown in Weet Virginia. 

Sheet growing ie the Staple Crop in the Little Levels^ along with Coon, and all kinds 
cf hay, ar.d vegitablee. This fanning section ie hemmed in by the Droop Moanjain 
c- the West, and on the North Ey Caesar fountain , and Cranberry Mountain. 
ar.4 ie situated about two miles on the northwest side of the Greenbrier River 

Hillsboro is situated in the heart of the Little Levels and ie the oldeet 
town in Pocahontas County from the standpoint of incorporation , having been 
chartered in 1686. ( The town of KuntorBville in the Hunterville District was 

incorporated Deconbor 18th 1822 by the Virginia Ceneral Assembly Acts of 1822-23 
£ -t charter was surrendered at a date unknown ) Hillsboro is located upon a broad 
’••wl rollirg like plain in the Little Levels, and being situated in the finest 
•Srsstono fanning nroa in the County and being largely supported by the products 
froa th» farms. 

for sarry yearn Hillsboro was ths educationul center of that region ar.d 
‘-hJ-'/rted Uo Hillsboro Academy , which was patroni*i4 by the County 

r '* old lrlck Academy war first oroctod in tho year of tho 1840 s 
* •• " 

* of th* town ni oshangod from Hillsboro to Acadtsay but finly , went back to 

'• **•*« Hillsboro. 



I ^. oC - cooparti vely flat area in focahor.taE County, and of a foUing nature 
. 11 . Little Lovels around and about The town of Hillsboro . Thin ie a 

[ fcui* 

. eection and the most productive paft of Pocahontas County especially 
Line Stone 

f r .boat and Corn ; In the northern part of the County Limestone crops out in a 
tfrew Btrip along the westorn side of the Greenbrier Valley, and south weat of !• arid 
widens out which forms the Little Levels . This is a Lire Stone farming section, 
gany 6in k holes are in thie eection , and many of the email stream* dieapear from 
view to emerge nearer Greenbrier River . 

The average elevation of the Little Levels is about 2400 feet , which is not 
toe high for the maturing of most agricultural crops grown in West Virginia. 

Sheet growing is the Staple Crop in the Little Levels^ along with Coon, and all kinds 
of hay, ar.d vegitables. This fanning eection ie hemmed in by the Droop Mountain 
o= the West, and on the North By Caeear Mountain , and Cranberry Mountain. 

■Tri ie situated about two railee on the northwest cide of the Greenbrier River 

Hillsboro is situated in the heart of the Little Levelo and is the oldest 
town in Pocahontas County from the standpoint of incorporation , having been 
chartered in 1886. ( The town of Huntersville in the Hunterville District wae 

incorporated Decasber 18th 1822 by the Virginia General Aesombly Acte of 1822-23 
charter wae eurrenderod at a date unknown ) Hillsboro is located upon a bread 
rolling liko plain in the Little Levels, and being situated in the finest 
1> eato no farcing area in the County and being largely supported by the producto 
from the farce. 

for carry yeare Hillsboro woe the educational center of that region ar.d 
v.e Hillsboro Academy , which was patroni*d4 by the County 
fi e oia brick Acedmay was firet orocted in the year of tho 1840, s 

► M " 

* '•■** of t».» town was cehangod from Hillsboro to Acudteay but finly , went back to 
•* f era or nai Milleboro. 



the Little Levolo web John Me Neil who firet appeared there 


_L*. ^ ier in 

ho wao u native of Fredrick County Virginia , hut paaead ouch of 

J, •-’i* - vf * r ° 

• <fc in or near Cumberland, Maryland. There ie a tradition that he was a 
, • * ir. a pugolietic conteat^hio antagonist wao eo badly knocked out, that 
*. ,~.- h t to be fatally injured. And to avoid arreot and trial for murder he 
Ho followed the trend of thB Alleghenies . A long time wae 

at reiu^eta . 

..... in their gloomy solitudes. Finly going deeper and deeper *q into the wildoreeee 
kf :B# at lMt in view of the Little Levels, about 1765, He saw an exteneive , wood*** 
plain, bordered o ountain ranges of uneurpaeeed beauty, and very fertile. 

F.e decided to settle here; and chose a site for hie cabin near the present home of 
ttt late Hon, U.J.UcNbel , traces of his cabin have been seen by many persons yet living 


1 toinm the gate or. the Public P.oad and his residence. 

Here the solitary can brooded over his supposed guilt, prayed with hie broken heart, 
'or pardon, and hunted for his food, living almost entirely upon Fish and Venison 3 
Sea lay while Hunting to his surprise he me* Charles and Edward Kinniebn from 

eld hoc# , who had come to thfefc region prospecting for a favorable situation 
fer , hoae. He at once learned from them that the person he had boxed with wae n 6 t 
cr ever, seriously hurt. Thie was indeed good news for him and then and there 

-*• : *-J free free all blood staine. John Me Noel insisted upon hie friends the two 
tali. ou tm Toamahawk right adjoining his tract. tThen the three sot out 
*■ r re*..rn u the Valley of Virginia. V/hile on his visit John lleNeel married 
*n jav.e , wv.t, W ae born in ,veloo in 17*0 and eoon after their marriage they esaa back izo 
' * a :.«vwie . Afew acres wae soon cloarod off , and plonty to subsist upon 

f *‘-, t{. other folks began to novo to the nron and and John M c Noel built 
fer •«ra»lp wrielh wee known tho White Polo Church. In a fow yearn the 
* • tr t;« ,4 t and t)i 0 throe friends Me Noel nod two Kinnieor.e wor.t to Lowieburg 

-'+* t • ea»o4UUn to point pleasant Oct 10th 1774. They ourvived that eventful 

I **' • *•* l«t net te r«aln very long. They wnat back and onlieted in a 

•■•at .%-t fro* rrodrlek County . served during the Revolutionary »«r then 
l * > le U, Little levels. 
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J 4]or in the Littlo Level d was John Me Kell who firet appeared there 

K ;i:! ‘ * 8 

W ^ # h 0 wae a native of Fredrick County Virginia , hut paeoed much of 

,, fp in or near Cumberland, Maryland. There ie a tradition that he wae a 
, -i in a pugalietic contest^hio antagonist was eo badly knocked out, that 
, vurht to he fatally injured. And to avoid arreet and trial for murder he 
He followed the trend of thB Alleghenies . A long time wae 

»•. once refugees . 

in their gloomy solitudes. Finly going deeper and deeper *q into the wildoraese 
, f -*:e at last in view of the Little Levels, about 1765, He saw an extensive , wooddd^ 
jlaic, bordered o ountain ranges of uneurpassed beauty, and very fertile. 

H, decided to settle here; and chose a site for his cabin near the present home of 
late Hon, u.J.UcNbel , traces of his cabin have been seen by many persons yet living 

| b**..een the gate on the Public Road and his residence. 

Here the eolitary man brooded over his suppoeed guilt, prayed with hie broken heart, 
for ju-ion, ar.d hunted for his food, living almoat entirely upon Fish and Venison 3 
tzt ity while Hunting to his surprise he me* Charlee and Edward Kinnieon from 
.« cldhcc# , who had come to thfeii region prospecting for a favorable situation 
ftr « r.c^e. He at once learned from them that the person he had boxed with wae n*t 
er erer. seriously hurt. This wae indeed good news for him and then and there 
'• ■*.} fra* free all blood stsine. John Me Noel insisted upon hie friends the two 
« mU Tonanahawk right adjoining his tract. tThen the three eot out 

* «-.r return u the Valley of Virginia. While on his visit John McNeel married 

-*» r. ■ t wr.& was born in vjaloo in 17*0 *nd soon after their marriage they esaa back £0 
itv.e Levels . ^ww acres was soon cloarod off , and plonty to eubeiet upon 
r »-**3 , k other folks began to novo to the aroa and and john M c Neel built 

'A # 

! ir *tr*' :p *> 1 ch kr.own «« the Whito Pole Church. In a fow yearn the 
'• '»* *ker.«4 up , end the three friends Me Noel nod two Kinnioor.e went to Lewieburg 
M ’ t eepedittin to Point pieaeant Oet loth 1774. Thoy ourvived that eventful 

**’ • *»• » Vwt net te regain very Ion*. They wnet book and onlioted 1" • 

'* at ...\ free rredrlsk County . served during the Revolutionary then 

* ’* ‘ t* u « tittle Levele. 
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firot lund grnnto thot were ieEued by the Commonwealth of Virginia 


+ti* urdor 


tf-e regimo ° r Groonfcrier County and are eituated in the Little Levels 


, John Uc Neil 322 Acroo in the year of 1783 . N.Kinnison 235 Acree 1789. 

ueselngbird 413 Acree 1790 eituated on the mountain. Samuel Cilleland 246 Acreel785 
ohn Earing, 250 Acres 1783. John Ellie,389 Scree 17&9. George and William Clendennin, 

?2 Acree 1782. James Laird, 300 Acres 1791. John Poage 400 Acres 1783. Jack Treason , 

47 Acroe, 1783. Elaxar.der Waddell 300 Acres 1791. Mary Y/atkine 400 Acros 1792. 

".e above lar.l grants are all foung recorded in the Greenbrier Lend Grant Booke which 
rbrace about 4000 Acroe of the Little Levels area. 

The following list is found recorded in the Bath County Grant Booke and are eitinte 
n the Little Levels These grants were issued by the Commonwealth of Virginia while 
he Little Levels was in Bath County . 

oehua Ewing, 150 Acres 1797. John Erwin, 200 Acres 18U. John Crimes 21 Acres 1823 
fohn Jordan 36 Acres 1801. James Lewis, jr, 4 Acres 1822. William Ifooddell 430 Acres 1799 
Tr.e .'cregoing is only a part of the list of ofi the early settlers of the Little Levis 
Sc*e cf the relatives of the origior.al land owners atill have possession of the 
-ande Buck as the Moore , Me Neile and Kinnis6dne e.r>d Geayds. 

Juet to the west of Hillsboro is the Droop Mountain Battle 4-r^ a whic h is 
a park . To the south of the Greenbrier is the Watoga State Park. To the 
Ur * i EaCt id fBn0UB Cranberry glades, To the East near Bill point is the eite 
° f 01d Fort known aB Da / 8 F °rt, and a little farther east ii The the 

‘*'* r ^ CaV * 0f lBdlan Dayo * In th0 Hillsboro ie the Birth Place and 

*- — A Pear} Buck, the fumoue writer and and missionary to China , she was the 
r it'H'Li Aboolur. Sydonotrickor , who 


"tll.Ur, 


was a Missionary in China, 

— th. homo of the late Dr Davy Sydonetrickor D D. and .any other 
‘ Tho Town of Hilleboro which ie in the heart of the 

rs.., a% '“ r, “ flr,t elaBB High School , a^orge cradod school two 

1 U M .^ ‘ ' * ni * Methodist , and ha* a population »« ehown in 1940 

•ee»W . , u U ' ’*•' ®f clti»enehlp i. found non{ th. fannlmg of 

*• Le».u which bo caliod beoauae of the acr*«e* le*»> 
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.> firot land grants that were iesued by the Commonwealth of Virginia 
tho regimo of Greenbrier County and are eituated in the Little Levele 
, . i John Me Neil 322 Acreo in the year of 1783 . N.Kir.r.ieon 235 Acree 1789. 
v-rge L'escingbird 413 Acres 1790 eituated on the mountain. Samuel Gilleland 248 Acreel785 
ohn Ewing, 250 Acres 1783. John E111 b, 389 Scree 17&9. George and William Clendennin, 
c 2 Acreo 1782. James Laird, 300 Acree 1791. John Poage 400 Acree 1783. Jack Treason , 
i~ Acres, 1783. El ax and er Waddell 300 Acree 1791. Wary Y/atkine aoo Acroe 1792. 
lie above lar.l grants are all foung recorded in the Greenbrier Land Grant Books which 
rbrace about 4000 Acroe of the Littlo Levels area. 

The following liet ie found recorded in the Bath County Grant Books and are eituate 
n the Little Levele These grants were ioeued by the Commonwealth of Virginia whilo 
he Little Levele wae in Eath County . 

oehua Ewing, 150 Acres 1797. John Erwin, 200 AcreB 181J. John Crimes 21 Acree 1823 
tohn Jordan 36 Acres 1801. James Lewie, jr, 4 Acres 1822. William Wooddell 430 Acres 1 799 
Tr.e foregoing ie only a part of the list of ofi the early eettlere of the Little Levie 
of the relatives of the origior.al land owners atill have possession of the 
-*r4e such ao the Moore , Me Neile and Kinniesdne e.r>d Beards. 

'"** to ' the we6t ot Hillsboro ie the Droop Mountain Battle -tWa whic h is 

4 

a park . To tho south of the Greenbrier is the Watoga State Park. To the 
-v.rv. East id the famous Cranberry glades, To the East near Bill point is the site 

Cf Cld Ir,diftn Fort known aD Da / 8 Fart , and a little farther oast il The the 
■ -«'.n 5-w.ll Cava of Indian Daye. in the Town of Hillsboro is the Birth Place and 
i aar^ Buck, the famous writer and and missionary to China , she was the 
1iWii Ab, ° 1 " £ y daa »trickor , who was a Missionary in China, 

... t . *" r0 th * hC “’ ° f th * lftt ° ° r Davy Sydonstrickor D D. and many other 
i '"' Ur “ rh ° Town of Hillsboro which ie in the heart of ths 

° * rR * flr,t elooB High School , sparge crailod school two 
m. ' , ‘“ Vl#rUn • • Methodist , and ha. . population «• shown in 1940 

Ni»t, lr , ^ of OltUsnship ie found ntng th# fannimg ciaeo ® f 

l '*' r * 1 * • »•« BO aaliod bsosuew of th« «cre«<* « f 1 "* 1 
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HAL S?TJ« POCBnona— 

{AFTER W ree 0 

P.rt (1 ) S.C ( D ) 

v#n> . of the mountains and ridges of Pocahontas County, hav. r.c.ivad their nomes 
frc . th , rirerB or creeks that flow near by. In sc. case, the mountains receive 
•h.ir r.rr from an udjiining .tree ,or branch,; and the stream or branch may 
r.cdi re ite name from the mountain, that was so named by the early eettlera. 

■j*. n »ee of the Mountain*,^nobe, and Ridges, have been given them by the early 
por.eera of the County. Some of the origional namee have been changed by the - 
... 5> r .s > and the Geological survey have changed eome of the namee . 

The “ALLEflHENY" fountains is the name that hae been applied of given 
•e t e principal trunk^lie of the Appalachain eyetea of ranges of Mountains 
«- the Eastern United States , The word Appalachain " was first used by the 
Spaniards under Deaota , in neraing the ranges of Mountains, in honor of the 
ip; alaer.ee Indiana. Then later was incorrectly called Allegheny. 

'- e »;rd Allegheny derived from the Indian Language, with no certain mearning, : 

. • -.pie claim that it means in the Indian language , the " Endless ‘fountains " 

• ' Mountains " " Eig Track " but however it was so named T jrom the 

1 Indiana who were the most prominent of the of the Eastern Indiana 

e;r la.-,; .» o was tha most muoical of all Indian languages , avoiding the 
• * - -arte erson in other Indian Language , A largo proportion of 

,-rapnleal mr-.ee are Algonquin in origin. 

• •* ?-...ow the sain Allegheny Mountains all along the top , on the 
k •• «nd Virginia line , there ere many places thut have particular 
•* ‘ « «,rtt. -eeplng in the nindo of people. 

• .3;.# Vet r. Video the waters of the Tackete Fork , and the Sutton Run, 

• •« v? . .,«•■• for. raek wMoh la the Knot branch of. Dear Creok, is called 

• • v ■ ee«tar» part of thla Little Ridge, ia a high Knob about 

'•«' t« • io- ta called KB) HO KNOB and hae bean ao called for 

u • •••■»** f»r Ue naao le the fact that a Negro flirl le burrrol 
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of th. mountains and ridges of Pocahoniao County, h.v. recaivod thair nomes 
frc _ th# rivpr8 or creeks that flow near by. In some cnees the mountainB receive 
, htif „«e from «n adjoining stream ,or branch,; and the etroam or branch may 
f$e4ir9 ita name from the mountains that was ao named by the early eettlera. 

■!>,* nwoo of the Mountain*,^noba, and Ridgee, have been given than by the early 
pioneers of the County. Some of the origional namee have been changed by the - 
. ; _S t y.s ( and the Geological survey have changed come of the namoe . 

The "ALLEflHENY" fountains ie the name that hae been applied of given 
*.o * e principal trunk^lie of the Appalachain system of ranges of Mountains 
i- the Eastern United States , The word Appalachain •• was first used by the 
Spaniards undsr Desota , in necning the rangee of Mountains, in honor of the 

• ::alacr.ee Ind:ans, Then later was incorrectly called Allegheny. 

• e word Allegheny derived from the Indian Language, with no certain meaning, : 

» ;*:?le clain that it means in the Indian language , the " Endless Mountains " 

• : Mountains " " Eig Track " but however it was so named rjrom the 

. r. Indians who vere the moot prominent of the of the Eastern Indians 

* r ler,;-a a was tha moat musical of all Indian languages , avoiding the 
' - -.ants cor--.-aon in other Indian Language , A largo proportion e£ 

. *•. ,-rapr 1 eal mr-.ee are Algonquin in origin. 

»t •» f-.-.ow tne Bo‘.n Alleghany I'ountaine all along the top , on the 
•**» ibr t l * and Virginia line , there are many places that have particular 
•• ' at « « rt • "epi.ng in the nindo of people. 

' • ' • di videe the araters of the Tackete Fork , and the Sutton Run. 

* •• ■ r * F*r. re#» at. 1 ch la tiia Koat branch of, Deer Craok, is called 

* • * • •••tern part of thia Llttl* Ridge, la a high Knob about 

•«' i* a.eeetlea a U>. ie called iOBlKO KfOB and hae been so called for 

•*** . v • •••<•*» far \> e name ie the fact that a Negro Girl le burrred 







. , .„ B . Slave Girl who belonged to Willi-n Dinwiddle, whose home was near 
,hat ie now Meadow Dale, in Highland County Virginia; Thie Slave girls duty or 
..eigmant of work, was to brine in the Covre, from the pasture lande and help about 
the milking; She wae instructed by her Waster , when the Cows went far off in the 
Toodland , to be sure to follow the Cowe back ae thoy would always come back to 
dheir Calvoe. But it appears that some of the Cows got nixed with some cattle 
that had been that-had-been ranged in the Allkgheny Mountains, and the girl 
followed the Cattle thinking she was on her way back hone, she finely got bewilddred. 
and lost , and wandered in the vast solitude of the Allegheny Mountain till she 
perihed by exposure , and starvation. 

could 

Vain search was 'made all over the neighborhood , and no trace of her be 
found . Finely her decomposed body was found, a few weeks later, by some 
;ar'.ies from the Greenbank Neighborhood; Her body was buried at the spot 
where it was found, her grave is situated on the West side of the main high ipp 
The parties that burried her said she had taken her d.-ess off an flying 
-pon it ; and there was no sign that she wae killed by wild animals. 

This Negro Knob is a high point that affords a beautiful p int to view 
v.e surrounding country from , and no doubt that the Slave Girl had climbed.* 

*"*■ hl « h P° lnt t0 look for some settlement . which could not be seen at 
v.rs. as long as the name clings to this beautiful Knob it will 
W,# "« aor > of William Dinwiddies Slave Girl , who lost her life 
• * *- . roe* -hen she was only 18 years old , which event happened near as can 
■ • •••rtalned about U.o year of 1840. 




. P . Slava Girl who belonged to Willi- Dinwiddle, whose home wee near 
^. t lB now Meadow Dale, in Highland County Virginia; Thie Slave girls duty or 
.eeigmant of work, was to bring in the Cows, from the pasture lands and help about 
!i,e milking; She was instructed by her Master , when the Cows went far off in the 
-Toodland , to be sure to follow the Cows back as thoy would always come back to 
their Calves. But it appears that some of the Cows got mixed with sorao cattle 
that had been that-had been ranged in the Allegheny Mountains, and the girl 
followed the Cattle thinking she was on her way back home, she finely got bewilidredj 
and lost , and wandered in the vast solitude of the Allegheny Mountain till she 
periled by exposure , and starvation. 

could 

Vain search was 'made all over the neighborhood , and no trace of her be 
found . Finely her decomposed body was found, a few weeks later, by some 
parties from the Greenbank Neighborhood; Her body was buried at the spot 
r-.ere it was found, her grave is situated on the 'Vest side of the main high tpp 

/V*w y 

The parties that burried her said she had taken her d -ess off and,lying 
-pon i*. ; and there was no sign that she was killed by wild animals. 

This Negro Knob is a high point that affords a bsautiful p int to view 
V.e grounding country from , and no doubt that the Slave Girl had climbed.* 

•' hl « h P° lnt t0 look f ° r some oettlement . which could not be seen at 

’.ire. Af long as the name clings to this beautiful Knob it will 
tt# "« aor y of 7111 lam Dinwiddies Slave Girl , who lost her life 
• » *. . rno* -hen .he ... only 18 years old , which event happened near as can 
■ • • ••rtalnad about the year of lb4Q. 





, r ... to , noaruot rout. t. th. 6t.unt.n And P.rk,r.burK Pike for th. Or.ont«k 

r j t , -or.t , and was constructed before the Civil Tar. 

The othcroud loaves the Pike et tfre we point and follows the nain top off 
the Buffalo Ridge to the Phillips Fann then follows the contdur of -the buffalo 
, idge on the north West Side , to unite with the Pir.ee Grove Road. This Road ie 
k::own ar the Buffalo Road *. Many Springs are found along the top of the Frank 
Mountain and not far distant from the Old Pike ; The Kelly Spring ie the head of 
-rush Run The Spring at the Luncefcrd Place is the head of Deer Creek; there • 
a Beautiful spring at the Way place on the Kastside of the pike and flows into 
little River; Spring at the Wilmuth Place ; Spring at Yeager place head of the 
rlo:k Run. large Spring at the old Jacob Yeager home placBj which is the head of 
Little Rivef. These Springs are all Ice Cold and are found near the tops of the Uountai 
These springs was an incentive for the pioneer settlement that wae made on the 
Frank Mountain end Top Allegheny Mountain , which was first made by Jaco Yeager 
who purchased land from the Hull s inthe Year of 1023, 

The first pioneer Eettlere who developed homes on the FranI Mountain 

ns>e — -- 

cd the Top AlloghenyMmountain n Jacob, Yeager; John Yeager . Daniel Y.'ilfong; 

5 o/err’ort yaYTt** 

Phillip Varner ^ James Spencer ; Jack Spencer; 3a Yilnothj Charles Phillipe; 

":. i i ie- Sintone ; George Puffer.barger; George Beverage.; Benj Ervin.; Chas Collins; 
many other different familiee of theses above mentioned . 

The first surveys in the region of the Top Allegheny was made by Peter Hull.'^ 
**•>.. Cr.nt issued to Jem.. P.tten for 3 T 000 Acre, end the j« ob Kuh „ 

•-'"X of 30 000 Acr.., co,.rod thi. entire O.ctlo., 0n Auguet 4th 1823, Fo.no Hull. 

' " : A1, Klr,c “ d *’ ■ , “ hr ’ end Hull. The heir, of Peter Hull 

• *>1 ef th. County of Pendleton of th. out. of virgin!. Sold 585 Acr.. of l.nd 

' t X.e..r. ( ! .t ple . 365 , ... tB , lln4 pmt<nt- „ # 

u "*“* “* *“ * *" “ , ‘ t,a - b *'« »” fm,. J.cob V eoger h. s - h-Wd, 

■ *■ W, ‘ T, >’ * 11 *khony, end In hi. IU. he r.nk.d «,.ne the .o.t 




*« 


• * — r. »„ that wr..x. region which -treed the . ntlr . . Dutck s . ttl — 
• ahirlljr aft.r 1 B?J. H. 1.1 


• »tsi » site for his future has.* et 




lwfe Spring which is tho head water of the Littlo River of the E»®t Prong of 

’ creonlrior River his house wae eituated on the weet aide of the rood in a cove 

sheltered the home from the eevere wind that was caanor. on the Top of the Allegheny 

«r>ur.t«ir. ; He was interacted in having the mountain eettlod up, and many f«ciliee 

of the Dutch decent made their homeB on the mountain and it wae thereby callod the 
* •• 

Dutch Settlement , the entire neighborhood talked the Dutch language, 

Jacob Yeager married Sarah Hidy of Crabbotto*; they were the parents af a large 
family of children , his eona were John, Joel, Jacob, Jr and the daughter# were 
Jane, Elizabeth, Anna, Caroline, L'.argaret, Catherine, Christine, and Serena, 

Hia Son John Yeager settled an the home place , and reared a large family; 
hie hone was the site of the Top Allegheny b attle field which was fought on Dec- 
13th 1861; The old Breast Works , are yet visible they Beam the hills, the old Batteries 
are still prominent, looking oner-the Battle field Rifle’Pite ; and many Vedette linee 
ari a cores of Stone Chimneys that have fallen down, at the soldiers cabins, all are plah 
to be eeen , which wae the work of the "Boys that wore the Grey " ( Acomplete descriptie 
of this Battle will have ite niche in the Pocahontas History at another Chapter) 

So=e tins long before the Ciwil war, Jacob Yeager and his eon John Yeager w# with ft 
the help of the Community erected a Church, which was used for a commissary by the 
Sruthern Soldiers in the war while they were encamped on the Allegheny, thie old 
L ® 1 ~ urch e “ ocd *111 1905 when it wae supplanted by a fine large Church 

* lch *** * URior Church sponsored by the Methodist and the Brethren, it stood for 
^re than tltrty year* . till in 1941 it was torn down by the two laid denominations 
U -ake two Church.ee at other places, there being no co^regation in the old Dutch- 
»-*..®.nt of eld. The John *oagor homestead is new owned by a John Johneon , which 
' • ordy hoc. Place occupied of tho old Settl«ent. ( it embraces the Battle field) 
** old Jacob Yeager homo etoad , wlfth it« tsany thcu.and Acres of land is no. 
y tX V.. uene^.x. National Fomot ; Th. U-S F- S, ie replanting the old 

' < * 1 U. m # fpruc.pl*. tr.o. , in • fnw jr.ar. th. untiro aroa of several hundrd 

'* ° rM# Un4 * by Jacob free th. virgin fcm.t, -ill 

tlab.r unJor tf.o protection of th. US - F - S 




• (lo.til i 


t rs.e .1* r»tt • p«rt. 



«-n#r» 


r long lending ridge from ■iho"TopAllogheny -rur.rdrg to the oaot cf the S' 
which hao boon locally known as the OLD FIELD RIDGE , and wan eo r.amod 


pleck R“ n i 

c early settlors , by the fact that there vat a field cleared there at an 
early date , unknown by any pereon ae to who had cleared it, it was euppoeed 
le have been cleared by the indiane . 

There ie another short Ridge leading from the " Top Allegheny to the 

Flock Run and has been locally known ae the "Harper Mountain" and wae eo named 

from the fact, that a man by the name of Harper wae hunting on the rddge , got loot. 

ir. the night he froze to death. The exact date ie now r.ot known , but wae aboutflf 

the time of the first settlement that wae made on the Top Cf Allegany mountain 

f 

which wae about the year of 1823 . hence the name Harper Mountain. 

The name of " FRANC Mountain was eo named by the firet eettlere of the 
Travelers Repose neighborhood , which wae due to the fact a nan by the name of 

" FRANC" killed an Indian come where on the mountain, the exact place that it 

| 

happened ie now not known; The tradition haded^lown by the early eettlere of 
the Travelers Repose ie that a Desperate band of the Shawneys , while on a tour 
ofif destruction passed through this region , wae discovered and a runner was 
sent to all the settlement on the upper Greenbrier, which wae then only two or 
families , it appears by the tradition handed down , that the trail of the Indians 
r<f fourd or * Franks Mountain , and a Company under the leadership of Adam Arbogast, 
r o had fcaen a s Py in the Virginia Militia, followed followed the trail somewhere 

Vt /rarJce fountain; ( it is more reasonable that Adam Arbogast and the Company 
'diced th. Id*ar.d from Crabbottom which is eo stated i„ tho Affidavit of Adam Arbogast 
• *•- ha had followed tho Indians across the head water. of the Greenbrier) 

ln Company a young man by tho n»o of" Frank- Whnihad « new rifle 
**■ b##n trl » d eut at l0I « range , ho informed his ccmpanior.e that he saw 

*' »«!.,. h.ad abov tho weed., they told him they could not so.it , they told him 
’ ■ f ° on lodlan If ho r.u« ono , ho firod on the objoct , and 
' * ; ' Pluneenlar botweon the oyov. And aftor this Inetar.ca tho 

> rmi.i i boi.tel n - and tho Tirol rent lor. of It In the land rorod 


••• ailed 




. |lPS t Virrinift VW-crs' Project 

::vJ'.cch id:;: nricAnoN report 




,yyrt.rt> in the Local deecription of a 100 Acre grant ieBued to Adica Arbogaet 
: r«ri?£ date of 1811 ar.d Recorded in the Pendleton Grant Book . 

Thie ir.etance occurred ehortly after the firet eettleroent wae made on the 
upper Greenbrier, who were John Yeager, Abram Burner, John Spavin, and Adam Arbogaet, 
and rilllac Houchin. Thie firet settlement on the Upper Greenbrier now Traeelere Repo 
was rade immediately after the Revolutionary War. about the year of 1?84 or 1785* 
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/ Robcos W. Brown. 


The Mountain between the Knapps Creek,and Thomas Creek ,and South of 
Sittlingtone Creek has been Locally Known as Michael Mountain .This of mountain 
is crossed by Sitlingtono Creek north of T'ichael Mountain in a rather low Gap 
at the conjunction of £uzard6 Creek , and again by the deep gorge of Knapps Crefc 
at Minnehaha Springe , which terminates Browns Mountain on the South. 

On the north end of Beaver Lick I'ountainthe White Medina quartzite rises in V 
a verticil cliff to 3,662 feet , while continuation of the same rock markB the Sjf 
Southern er.d of Michael Mountain with an elevation of 3, 652 feet . 

7r.e Michael Mountain FieeTovrer ,ie situated on the southern end of the 
Mountain which is in the bounds of the Seneca State Forest, This Fire Tower was 
built by the state , of V7est Va in the year of 1923. 

The Michael Mountain is very rough, and rugged, and is a haunt for the 
Ceer of the Seneca Forest which erode the-Michael and move on to the Allegheny^ 
Mountain . 

The Michael Mountain bears the name of Michael Baugherty, who was 
ore of Knapps Creeks very early settlors , who came to that region from Ireland 
1 r. the year of 1770, he wao one of the vory tost citizens ,of the pior.eere of 
- •- or.ta■ County . 1!e was a great hunter and eporteman , ho would pride 

• i.t i r. the c*tr-ordinary feat, of walking in on a near with a hunting knife 

- f » 'lufc , vhlle the dogs wero attracting the attention of the bear in the fret! 

*:- • hie doge had cornored a boar eom# wbero on the Michael Mountain 

• - t appear a to bo In hie old daye, not being Vory agile, he undertook to 
'.r. .jor th# tear with hie hunting knife, *0 the hunter etruch hie knife 

• ' • 1* leer (truck hie with hie paw, and crippled him in ouch a manner. 

• *4 fr«= *i . wao'Ja. and it *»«• tl; • reef tar called Michael* Mountain . 

» !• Cra»» , ard • gherty Bldg# was named In honor ofl Michael ^augheiV, 







Natural Setting CHAPTER THREE ( Pocahontas County ) 
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TACKETS FORK - is a branch of the North Fork Creek , ar.d gives 
Has ".car the top of the Allegheny Mountain at a a low place called t«e 
pf ' e sar8 - and has a length o* 2.6 miles with a fall of 1035 feet . with 
, fftll of 29 3.2 feet per mile; and has an area of drainage basin of 2.33 
rilM . The head of Tackete Fork is still covered with the virgin Forest 
9 f about 1000 Acres of hard wood . ( No timber of any kind had been cut 
in this tract of the Virgin forest which was left by the Lumber Company 
that owned the land while the Lumber Companies were in operation in 
Pocahontas County. the same tract of Timber extends across Little Ridge 
c r;.r of the Allegheny Kountain , and through the head of Sutton Run, and 
:= the only tract of the virgin forest that has r.ot A cut or culled out by 
the Lu» her Companies , it is now owned by the U.S.- F.S being in the 

of the 1 'or.cngahela National Forest ; In years to come the U.S. - F.S. 
ay build a truck roads to the head of Tackets Fork and the Sutton Run 

purpose of operating ell the merchantable timber in this tract of 
eacetel timber land. ) 

•eckete Fork received its name from an old pior.eer by the name of 

Teeket wee an old hunter and made the dressing of hides a specialty 
N. hed • e.tln built near tht mouth of the Tackets Fork the foundation of 
,>-.c 1. pi,i 0 to ba seen at tha praoont tima., Thora ia a tradition that 
•ia mm» «« C rlatopher Taokat , and that ho was killsd by the Indians 

xr., ..tAUM at *er While defending a Tort . If thia be trua It was in 

U. ..or ef nH . ( AS Shewn by the history Trans- Allegheny Pioneers ) 






c . tTTO v run - The Suitor Run is a branch of the North Fork Creek and has a 

C f 2 . 6 rnilee , with a fall of 1125 feet , and a fall of 387.2 feet 

„ er cl ie , and a drainage area of 3.1? square ailee. 

Tnere still ranaine a part of the Virgin forest in the head of the Sutton 

Hun The Sutton Run was in the pioneer days,, a noted branch for the 

lar - e number of Maple trees that were eonumerous all along the Run . 

The early settlers of the Greenbank neighborhood would move to the 

button Run during the I'aple Sugar season to make their supply of Maple Syrup 

and Sugar, ; at the mouth of the Sutton Run , Godlip Hartman had hie camp , 

the next ir. thB Run was Jacob Gillispie, 2nd Beverage, 3rd John Sutton , 

4th John Sheets, in Sheets follow, 5th Jar.es Talman , in the Talman Hollow, 

6th 1111 or, P. '.7ooddell on Negro Knob. j 

r he picreere -«ould have the very teBt Su/ar Camps .were made comfortable 

/ on Sutton Ran 

-ould stay at their carps during the season;',/T he biaple Sugar industry^ wae 

perhaps first started by the pioneer John Sutton who settled in the Hill country 
in the year of 1797 

near ;reer.tar.k; A he would go each spring to the Sutton Run , to make his supply of 
Sugar, and along with the other named neighbors , would work with each other in 
of hauling wood, and supplies, for their sugar camps , 

Those early Sugar makers, or. the Sutton Run hud many stirring incidents 
v ■olves, panthers,?nd wild cats; in the spring of the year the varmite 
.. 1 i e hungry t » r *d ' 00 constantly enoaking around the car.ps ir. the nights. 

The Jo n Sutton for whom tho Run vrae named was from Westmorland County 
a , r; r.d «nn eciunintod with tho Waging to r.o; hie old homestead was or. the 
r M e*'.r«c, ».• paid ■ vlolt to hio old homo, and hie many frier.de seared 

■ «• el h* told thee- 1 he had noon the tho hend spring of the Potomac 

•M bed drenk fro* lie ■ourco . 




,c-N RUN’ 

^ #R p.inltur., i® the largest Bra, 
, cttl length of 3i‘ ™ilec, with e 


,ch of the North Fork Creek; it has a 
fall of 350 , a fall of IGu foet per mile 


,-j hue a* drainage area of square miles . 

The valley of the Rosin Run was settled along with the firet eettlar.ot 
f *he Greenbank neighborhood, the first settlers were Cartmiii, Ingrer.s, 
Coberly, Cooper, Dyssrd, Lamb, Wocddel's, and Bible. 

The eurveys were made ranging from 17&3 to 1606. some cf the land 

—s-is gives the local description rs being on the Deer Creek, and others o 0 ot“ 

£ 

.* «S be5ng on Carteille Creek ; many of the older folks claim that the 

-ioneers considered this branch to be Deer Creek , and the North Fork Creek 

its North Branch ar.d Deer Creek proper was called Back Creek or Muddy Creek. 
Run . «» " 

The Rosin, some tines called Rosin Fork flows in the North Fork Creek 

r< 

South of the Town of Greenbank ; the valley through which it flows was formerly 
cc=pletely covered with the famous White pine trees , and was for many years 
icncTr. as the ”"Piney -Woods". 

In the days when the St Lawrence Lumber Company was operating the 
r-.:te ?ir.e r tiabBr on the Roein Run they constructed a Splash Dam across 
r.jn and when they had all the logs rolled in, they turned the Dam loose 
floatad the loge to the North Fork Creek , and thence to the Greenbrier Rirr 
v.*r. to Roncovort; they began to open the Splash Dam in the latter days 
'• * onth of February and about the First of May 1883, they completed the 

■ r - T> to t-.a orth Fork Crook . About two Million feot of white pine loge 

•* f * driven down the Roein Hun b£ the Splaeh Darn eyotom . 

_ ?nle work »m undor tho euporvieLon of Alox Me Loin, and H. A. Yeager; 

'* ’pleat) Den le yet plain to bo Boon , on tho land* of J.B.Sutton 
"'■* ef Vne Roein Run »«• eovorod with Rooin from tho vihlte pino logo 


w 


M aU*4 h.,axe RUM “ thoreof tor , • nono that will nlweja cling to it 








~-rF£it RUN. The Coopor Run , is a email branch that flows into the Rosin - 
R .... and has a total length of 3-2 mileB ,a fall of 325 feet, and a fall 
_, l8 0 f 101.5 feet; and haa a drainage area of 1,68 aquae miles. 

This small branch known as the Cooper Run received its name from 
the early settler James Cooper ; who settled on the branch about the year 
of lSoO , was a natine of Augusta County , having married Nancy Agnes ’.Yooddel, 
ctc-e along with the Wooddells, very early in the settlement of this section of 
Pocahontas County. He secured a Land Grant of 20 Acres of land bearing 
date of l8l0 and called its location as being on the Waters of CartmillB 
Creek , ar.d was under the regime of Bath County, and thijfe . section was 
then called locallyThe Piney Woods" 

Jsr.es Coopers name appears in the organization of Pocahontas County 
at one of the first constables appointed . He eerved as Magistrate , Assessor, 
and Teacher of Schools . He wa6 regarded with high esteem for his honest 
and elevated character in social and business relations . And the branch 
ee named •• Coopers Run " will forever perpetuate hi6 memory in the annals 
of Pocahontas County. 




c-<AL SU 


The Diomal Run id a Bmall brunch that flows in to the Worth /ork 


r. th float of the eite of the North Fork billing Company, and appears to b 
e# lJ 1 Sr2p® rtwic# the WeBt Virginia Geological Survey of Pocuhontae - 


b* 


. county however the nine is omitted . 

., isnBl Run is about one half a mile ling and is situated on the lande 

ow -.ed by Clyde Gilliepie, and John R. Gum, and had the honor of having tne 
•,-a* ; cn of the firet circular sawmill brought to the Greenbank Community 

7 , e ^ite Pine and Hemlock Treee etood so thick that the-aun could not 
penetrate the foliage , and the place wae eo dark and gloomy that the early 
settlers dubbed it with the title" Dismal Run 7 

The first circular sawmill and steam engine brought to the community 


IS! Seated about 100 yards east of the County rodd on the Dismal Run, and owned 

the year 

by a a an by the name of Pain. The mill was operated by William F. Gum in A of 1684 


The second Circular Saw mill and Steam Engine brought to the Greenbank 
Casualty , wae operated by the Crowley brothers, in the year of 1886 and was 4 
■tatiocad on the '.Vest side of the road on the Dismal’Run not far from the 
• its ef the firet mill. These lumber contracts were operated , and sponcered 


-7 H.a.Y eager, and B.U. Yeager, Since that time several different sawmills 

•• « 

»'-l Bills have been operated on the Dismal Run. 




M ro iio«ring ie a liet of the minor 

f- — 


Branches and hollows leading into the 
they received the nane . 


=-vIWS RUN. The Bridge Run eo named because a log bridge crossed the Run 

*>* site of the old origional roadway ,leading up the North Fork Creek 

0 2 " * 1 

the Staunton and Parkersburg Pike at a place what is called "The State Line" 
•■-•g Eridge was built about the year of 1835 when a roadway was laid out to 
intersect the the Staunton and Parkersburg Pike .at the head of the North Fork 
Creek , The old Bridge site is now on the lands of Walter J. Brown the 
roadway having been changed to another location. 


-HILTON HOLLOW. The Hamilton Hollow received its name from the fact that 
.‘mee G.Ho-ilton settled on the west side of the hollow in the year of 1853 
owned the land that included a portion of the hollow, cleared and erected a 
■vzt in the wilderness , he reared a family and spent hie life time at thie 
-•« e atead . the nane of Hamilton Hollow will perpetuate his manory. 


'>TT_S-SHOLLOW. She Rattle Snake Hollow is so naned by the fact that 
I«..l J. Button. Robert J. Brown. Otho W. Ruckman and French C. Sutton killed 

♦ -- Rattlainakti in a den, while picking Huckleberries on the ridge nearby 

Vie ... in th, y e ar of 1892. ( Hence the nume Rattlesnake Hollow and Ridge) 

• •**:■>« MOU AM. lb- Rum bough Hollow (On the Buffalo Mountain Side) So nan.d 
f'uw u.. f. e t t ..t th. pioneer Jacob lUtnbaugh had token out a " Tommyhawk Right" 
f ‘r K AcrN of land In th. Creek bottom near the mouth of tho Hollow , and 

‘•4 a tu(.r op there for a p.rlod of ti». from April 8th lft>6 to June 9 th 1812 
lo fco . pi... ... on l . lnnle now owned by Monro Beard ««*“»• Arbovsa. 






/*«» H0LU>X T ' iS ErVln H< ’ U0 ''’ W, ° 8.nj„ in Ervi „ who h „ 4 M , 

' fits a an U>* it the head of the Hell.. . .... kill(Ki ln 

iB th* time of the Civil .Vor ; and later hie EO n Newton Ervin made hie 
hoe-e on the old homestead for a period of about 40 years. 


■ ;’-.1 CTT HOLLO'ff. Tho Elliott Hollow received ite name from the fact that f’fi s 
jsaea Elliott erected a home at the head of the hollow on the Buffalo mountain 
Jar.es Elliott wae a master mechanic, was a soldier of the Indian ware; was 
a private under the command of General George A. Custer ,and General Reno, 
he was with Reno.s army when General Custers, army was massacred ln 1876 
Hr Elliotts affidavit was taken by Squire John P. Townsend imji 1826 
-for the purpose of securing a pension for Ur, Elliott as an Indian war vetern. 

Vr Elliott died before the papers were ratified and sanctioned by the 
•-•.S.Ccrer.wtent . lir, Elliott was a Oonfederate soldier in the Civil War 
urvi.r co^and of General Kirby Smith, and Dick Taylor in the South West. 

>ft#r th ; , ar ,, r> Elliott worked hie way from Uiaeissippi to Iowa , and from 

1, „,pany with . nan nrned Reynaldo, went to tho Dakotas on a trapping ^ 
aapwdltiaa . and thereby enlisted in Cuatera Amy. 


-I» c,LLC,f. The Kerr Hollow, wa°named in honoB of Loring D. Kerr who 
U«4 at th. head of the Hollow on the Buffalo Mountain. 

K .. mi nJJLV. Tha Robs hollow w» »o named by tho Lumbemen of the North- 
-r*, k Cocp»n/ .due to tho fact that Carl Roeborg who wao woode forman 

f ' t • ••• kill* 4 i " th * ,lollow 0 runnin K lo e down th, » mountain 

llu r # Hi ril< - n — ^1 HOSB by the employees, and they always when epeking 
-f v.. 4«xUe **11.<1 It - AO I'D HOLLOW- and tho name will always cling t4 it 
la haeer af th. *.od Re"**" Carl w> *° loB% hiellf * ln th * 


im ni.liew la the yea r ef 1W1* 




jAKS POTATO PATCH HOLLOW. (On tho Sutton Run ) 

The Jake Potato Hollow wae bo named from tho fact that the Pioneer - 
Jacob GilliBpie who lived in the pine and white oak section near what ie 
now the Gree.nbank neighborhood, and had trouble in growing potatoes in 
that kind of soil. He went up in the head of thie hollow .selected a spot 
in the rich clack loam , cleared a potato patch , and the tradition is that 
the old California Potatoes grew large ae coffee pots; 

The old potato patch iB marked by a few volateer peach treeB 

TAIWAN HOLLOW - The Tainan Hollow was named for James Talman one of the 
early settlers who went up the hollow , erected a sugar house or Camp 
and sailed it his own , and was thereby locally known as Talman Hollow. 

This was about the year of 1800. 

LJfKK GtBfll HOLLO - .V. The Lynn Gum Hollow received itB name from Lynneie Gum, 
•no the progenitor of all the Gums in Highland , and Pocahontas Counties 
re would cone across the Allegheny Mountain from the Virginia side and had 
'ie ce-ping place in the hollow ; He would hunl , and dig genseng , 

The foundation of his cabin and stone chimney are yet plain to be seen - 
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POC^HuNT.- vS 001UTY 
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■ •‘mr-ter 4 - section 2._ 

It was Just one hundred and sixty-rive years ago «fcea 
irate .Vest Virginians paid orr a long standing grudge a^ai^t 
the Ohio Indians at Point Pleasant. Ever since the close of 
the French end Indian was, 1763, the Indian Nations who re¬ 
sented being "sold down the river"by the French*, continued to 
pester the frontiersmen by murderous raids and sneaking attacks. 
In Lay, 1774, the Rouse of Burgesses authorized the raising 
of an army and no time was lost in getting down to business. 

^ach county already had a well organized militia system. Gen. 

ndrew Lewis was given command of the soutnern wing or the 
erzy which included ^ugusta, Botetourt and Fincastle. Botetourt 
included the Greenbrier Settlements. The troops were massed 
at present Lewisburg. Capt. John Stuart commanded a company 
of thirty-seven men raised from the vicinity or the present 
- cer.ontaa County. His sergeants were James Donnelly, Chas. 

O' Hera, and Harriuian Skidmore. His musketeers were Daniel 
vr. .n, ~n~.uel .Yilllaras, '.Vo. O’Hara, Robert O'Hara, James 

, ..rohibeld McDowell, Y.m. liogan, Andrew Gardiner, ^uavy 
e-.jel .ulllvon, Thomas Ferguson, John f/.cCandles, 

Henry Lnwrunoo, John Crain, Wm. Dyer, 3d- 
Jorin Homo, Joseph Curronoe, William Clendenin, 

" -T. „«ni«i Taylor, Jos. Day, Jacob l-ookhurt, Geo. 

ir o, morion Klnniaon, ttllllaa Swing, John 
: Joa ' Otmptlall. Vhf nutnea or these 

V • •v-t.le.eaad in toronaw ot i arlinton for they hud 


John 


to 








